The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
October 2, 2022
8:45 & 11:00am

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF ST. JOHN IN THE WILDERNESS
Est. 1836 | Flat Rock, North Carolina

Mission Statement
To know and love God as He is revealed to us in Jesus Christ, to bring others to His saving love, and to
serve the world in his name.

Welcome and Reminders
We welcome you warmly to St. John in the Wilderness and invite you to share in our
songs, prayers, and eucharistic feast. If you do not have a church family at this time, then
we invite you to join in this fellowship of faith as we share life together as the Body of
Christ. While we are broken and incomplete in many ways, we find God making us
whole through this parish community. Fill out a card in your pew and put it in the
offering plate or talk to an usher, greeter, or member of the clergy to learn more about St.
John. It is wonderful to be with you today!

Reminders for Worship
● Masks are recommended but not required.
● If you find out that you have COVID-19 and that you might have brought it to
this service, please call the church office and ask for the Rector.
● You will find hand sanitizer in the pews and with the ushers. Please use it after
the Peace and before receiving Communion.
● Please participate in the service by singing and praying with us. At the time of the
Peace, please take a few moments to leave your pew and greet others in the name
of our Lord.

Experience the Liturgical Year in Hymns, Anthems, and Organ Music
A Friends of Music Production
Join us next Sunday, October 9, at 4pm in the church for a concert that will take us
through the entire church year, from Advent to Ordinary Time. The congregation,
clergy, and choir will highlight the richness of Anglican musical tradition by giving us
the rare opportunity to experience every church season in one sitting.
Reservations are not required. Contributions will be gratefully accepted to benefit the
Friends of Music by funding future concerts.

Holy Eucharist, Rite II
8:45 & 11:00am
PRELUDE: Prelude on “Beach Spring”
Welcome & Announcements

Dale Wood
Fr. Josh Stephens

ENTRANCE HYMN: No. 535 Ye servants of God, your Master proclaim

Paderborn

THE WORD OF GOD
Acclamation & Response
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.
GLORIA

Hymnal S-280

The Celebrant says to the people
The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant
Let us pray.
The Collect of the Day
Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to
give more than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy,
forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good
things for which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of
Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.
First Lesson: Lamentations 1:1-6
How lonely sits the city that once was full of people!
How like a widow she has become, she that was great among the nations!
She that was a princess among the provinces has become a vassal.
She weeps bitterly in the night, with tears on her cheeks;
among all her lovers she has no one to comfort her;

all her friends have dealt treacherously with her, they have become her enemies.
Judah has gone into exile with suffering and hard servitude;
she lives now among the nations, and finds no resting place;
her pursuers have all overtaken her in the midst of her distress.
The roads to Zion mourn, for no one comes to the festivals;
all her gates are desolate, her priests groan;
her young girls grieve, and her lot is bitter.
Her foes have become the masters, her enemies prosper,
because the LORD has made her suffer for the multitude of her transgressions;
her children have gone away, captives before the foe.
From daughter Zion has departed all her majesty.
Her princes have become like stags that find no pasture;
they fled without strength before the pursuer.
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 137
The Psalm is read responsively by whole verse.
1 By the waters of Babylon we sat down and wept, *
when we remembered you, O Zion.
2 As for our harps, we hung them up *
on the trees in the midst of that land.
3 For those who led us away captive asked us for a song,
and our oppressors called for mirth: *
"Sing us one of the songs of Zion."
4 How shall we sing the LORD'S song *
upon an alien soil.
5 If I forget you, O Jerusalem, *
let my right hand forget its skill.
6 Let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth
if I do not remember you, *
if I do not set Jerusalem above my highest joy.
7 Remember the day of Jerusalem, O LORD,
against the people of Edom, *
who said, "Down with it! down with it!
even to the ground!"

Super flumina

8 O Daughter of Babylon, doomed to destruction, *
happy the one who pays you back
for what you have done to us!
9 Happy shall he be who takes your little ones, *
and dashes them against the rock!
Second Lesson: 2 Timothy 1:1-14
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of life that
is in Christ Jesus,
To Timothy, my beloved child:
Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.
I am grateful to God-- whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors did-when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. Recalling your tears, I long
to see you so that I may be filled with joy. I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that
lived first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in
you. For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you through
the laying on of my hands; for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a
spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline.
Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner, but join
with me in suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of God, who saved us and called
us with a holy calling, not according to our works but according to his own purpose and
grace. This grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, but it has now
been revealed through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and
brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. For this gospel I was appointed
a herald and an apostle and a teacher, and for this reason I suffer as I do. But I am not
ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have put my trust, and I am sure that he is able to
guard until that day what I have entrusted to him. Hold to the standard of sound
teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.
Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us.

People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

As the music begins, all stand for the gradual hymn and reorient themselves to the Gospel of our Lord as it
is processed into the congregation.

GRADUAL HYMN: Lord, whose love through humble service

Beach Spring

All remain standing as the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying
People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Gospel: Luke 17:5-10
The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!" The Lord replied, "If you had faith the
size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, `Be uprooted and planted in
the sea,' and it would obey you.
"Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing or tending
sheep in the field, `Come here at once and take your place at the table'? Would you not
rather say to him, `Prepare supper for me, put on your apron and serve me while I eat and
drink; later you may eat and drink'? Do you thank the slave for doing what was
commanded? So you also, when you have done all that you were ordered to do, say, `We
are worthless slaves; we have done only what we ought to have done!'"
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon

Fr. Josh Stephens

All stand.
The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Prayers of the People
The Leader and People pray responsively.
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.
For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all who are in danger, sorrow, or
any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
We pray for José, our bishop; for Josh, our rector; for Ian, our curate; and for Sandy, our
deacon. We pray for all bishops and other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. We pray especially for Joanne,
Dottie, Pat, Terrence, William, Elizabeth, Legare, Gene, Bruce, Bob, Mike and Beverly,
Patsy, Marge, Ivanka, Eve, Liz, Matt, Aaron, Jane, Vlada, John, Todd, Andrew, Wayne,
Christine, Meg, Tom, and Debi. Are there others?

The People may add their own petitions
Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
The People may add their own thanksgivings
We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.
We pray for all who have died, [especially _________,] that they may have a place in your
eternal kingdom.
The People may add their own petitions
Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.
The Celebrant adds a concluding collect.
Confession of Sin
The Deacon or Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Minister and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.
The Peace
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. The Celebrant then shares
an offertory sentence.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Offertory
The ushers pass the offering plates and present the gifts of the congregation at the Lord’s table.
OFFERTORY MUSIC: 8:45 Prelude on “Amazing Grace”
11:00 God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending

Dale Wood
Kenneth Hilliert

text by Robert L. Edwards

God, whose giving knows no ending, from your rich and endless store:
Nature’s wonder, Jesus’ wisdom, costly cross, grave’s shattered door,
Gifted by you, we turn to you, off’ring up ourselves in praise:
Thankful song shall rise forever, gracious donor of our days.
Skills and time are ours for pressing toward the goals of Christ, your Son:
All at peace in health and freedom, races joined, the Church made one,
Now direct our daily labor, lest we strive for self alone;
Born with talents, make us servants, fit to answer at your throne.
Treasure, too, you have entrusted, gain through pow’rs your grace conferred;
Ours to use, for home and kindred, and to spread the Gospel Word.
Open wide our hands in sharing, as we heed Christ’s ageless call,
Healing, teaching, and reclaiming, serving you by serving all.
OFFERTORY RESPONSE: Praise God from whom all blessings flow

Old 100th

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
The Great Thanksgiving

Eucharistic Prayer A

The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings or says
The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People
We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other occasions as appointed.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name.
SANCTUS

Hymnal S-125

The people stand or kneel.
Then the Celebrant continues
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus

Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us,
to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will,
a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at
the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to
be consecrated.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and
said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me."
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son,
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and
at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for
ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

People

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.
A period of silence is kept.
The Celebrant continues
People

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God.
and may add

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in
your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

The ushers immediately begin releasing the congregation to share in the Eucharistic feast. All are invited
to come forward and kneel as you are able. If you would rather not receive Communion, you are invited to
still come to the altar rail and cross your arms over your chest to indicate for the priest to bless you.
If you are receiving Communion, please do one of three things when you kneel: 1.) Most traditionally, place
one hand in the palm of the other and receive the Body of Christ which you consume immediately. When the
chalice comes around, guide it to your lips and drink directly from the chalice. 2.) To receive Communion in
one kind (the bread alone), simply receive the bread as described above and when the chalice comes around,
cross both arms over your chest. 3.) If you would like to practice intinction, upon arriving at the altar rail,
place one arm diagonally across your chest until the priest notices your preference, then put one hand in the
palm of the other to receive Communion. The priest will intinct for you and then place the Body and Blood
of Christ in the palm of your hands. A gluten-free option is available upon request.

COMMUNION HYMN: No. 671 Amazing grace! how sweet the sound

New Britain

Sending Out of Eucharistic Visitors
Celebrant With whom will you share this communion?
Eucharistic Visitors respond with the names of those to whom they will go.
Celebrant

In the name of this congregation, we send you forth bearing these holy
gifts that those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of
Christ’s body and blood.

People

We who are many are one body, because we share one bread and one cup.

After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.
The people stand or kneel for the Post-Communion Prayer.
Celebrant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Blessing
DISMISSAL HYMN: No. 655 O Jesus, I have promised

Nyland

The Dismissal
The Deacon, or the Celebrant, may dismiss the people with these words
Deacon
People

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: Postlude in D major

J. Andre

The Prayers of the People is that part of our liturgy which offers intercessions and
thanksgivings to God. Worshippers, wherever they are in the church, are encouraged to
offer aloud or silently their own such prayers during the appropriate part of the Prayers of
the People. As we pray, please remember those who are ill or with other needs: Joanne Adams,
Dottie Dalzell, Pat Van Laar, Legare Head, Terrence, William Bowers, Elizabeth, Gene Banks,
Bruce Hayes, Bob Sundeen, Mike and Beverly Swartzlander, Patsy Boehmer, Marge Smith,
Ivanka, Eve, Liz, Matt, and Aaron Gardner, Vlada, Jane Mildren, John Gulbrandsen, Todd,
Andrew, Wayne Kanipe, Christine, Meg Holt, Tom Joiner, and Debi Benivennte.
The Altar Flowers are given in loving memory of Alice and Gilbert Doan and William H. Cox, by
Judy Cox.
To our visitors: We welcome you with all our hearts! You are also invited to come forward at the
time of Communion to receive a blessing or the Sacrament. All baptized Christians are
encouraged to receive Communion, including infants and children. If you are not baptized, please
come forward and kneel at the altar while crossing your arms over your chest to receive a special
blessing, and we invite you to talk to the priest at any time about entering discernment for being
baptized. Won’t you join with Christ and his Church on this journey of faith?
If you do not have a church home at this time, then we hope you will make St. John in the
Wilderness your church family. We find that through sharing life together as the Body of Christ,
we are made whole and renewed daily. Talk to an usher or member of the clergy about joining
this parish, or you are welcome to simply fill out a card in your pew and put it in the offering
plate. We welcome you!
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