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THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF ST. JOHN IN THE WILDERNESS 
Est. 1836 | Flat Rock, North Carolina 

 
Mission Statement 

To know and love God as He is revealed to us in Jesus Christ, to bring others to His saving love, and to serve 
the world in His name. 

 



 

Welcome to St. John in the Wilderness 
We welcome you warmly to St. John in the Wilderness and invite you to share in our songs, 
prayers, and eucharistic feast. If you do not have a church family at this time, then we invite 
you to join in this fellowship of faith as we share life together as the Body of Christ. See the 

note to our visitors on the back inside cover for more information about receiving 
Communion and joining the church. 

 
 

Reminders for Worship 
● Children of all ages are most welcome in worship, and during the service they may enjoy 

the activity bags, which are in the Tower Entrance. Nursery care is available for children 
from infancy to pre-K across Rutledge Drive in our Parish House Education Building 
from 8:30am to 12:30pm on Sundays. Please use the crosswalk to get there! 

● After the service, please join us for fellowship and refreshments outside the church on 
the Carriage Entrance patio. If it is raining, we will have Refreshment Time in the 
Wilderness Room across Rutledge Drive.  

● Please participate in the service by singing and praying with us. At the time of the Peace, 
please take a few moments to leave your pew and greet others in the name of our Lord. 

● A restroom is available near the front of the church and can be accessed through an 
exterior door. Please see an usher for directions.  

● You will find hand sanitizer in the pews and with the ushers. Please use it after the Peace 
and before receiving Communion. 
 
 

Weekly Wondering 
Each week this summer, we are sharing a prompt to help start conversations and forge 

connection. This week’s wondering is: 

During Wild Wonder, we talked about care of God’s creation. 
What comes to mind when you think of caring for  

God’s creation? 



 
Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

8:45 & 11:00am 

PRELUDE: Royal Oak arr. Kevin Uppercue 

Welcome & Announcements 

ENTRANCE HYMN: #401  The God of Abraham praise Leoni 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
Acclamation & Response BCP p. 355 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Celebrant may say 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

GLORIA, from Celtic Mass Stefan Andre Weligur 
The congregation sings the refrain as indicated. 

At 8:45, the congregation speaks the verses. At 11:00, a cantor sings the verses. 

 
1. Lord God heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you 

thanks. We praise you for your glory.     Refrain x2 

2. Lord Jesus Christ only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the 
sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer.     Refrain x2 

3. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most 
High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.     Refrain x2 



Music copyright © 2006 Stefan Andre Weligur. All rights reserved. Used by permission 

The Celebrant says to the people 
 The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

The Collect of the Day 

O God, from whom all good proceeds: Grant that by your inspiration we may think those 
things that are right, and by your merciful guiding may do them; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

MUSICAL OFFERING (11:00):  
 All Things Bright and Beautiful Royal Oak 
 Breath of God Anne Krentz Organ 
 All Creation Sings Mark Patterson 

Wild Wonder Singers 

First Lesson: Genesis 12:1-9 

Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s 
house to the land that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, 
and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and 
the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five 
years old when he departed from Haran. Abram took his wife Sarai and his brother’s son Lot, 
and all the possessions that they had gathered, and the persons whom they had acquired in 
Haran; and they set forth to go to the land of Canaan. When they had come to the land of 
Canaan, Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At 
that time the Canaanites were in the land. Then the Lord appeared to Abram, and said, “To 
your offspring I will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the Lord, who had appeared 
to him. From there he moved on to the hill country on the east of Bethel, and pitched his 
tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east; and there he built an altar to the Lord and 
invoked the name of the Lord. And Abram journeyed on by stages toward the Negeb. 

The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  

  



Psalm 33:1-12 Exulte, justi 

The Psalm is read responsively by whole verse. 

1 Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous; * 
it is good for the just to sing praises. 

2 Praise the Lord with the harp; * 
play to him upon the psaltery and lyre. 

3 Sing for him a new song; * 
sound a fanfare with all your skill upon the trumpet. 

4 For the word of the Lord is right, * 
and all his works are sure. 

5 He loves righteousness and justice; * 
the loving-kindness of the Lord fills the whole earth. 

6 By the word of the Lord were the heavens made, * 
by the breath of his mouth all the heavenly hosts. 

7 He gathers up the waters of the ocean as in a water-skin * 
and stores up the depths of the sea. 

8 Let all the earth fear the Lord; * 
let all who dwell in the world stand in awe of him. 

9 For he spoke, and it came to pass; * 
he commanded, and it stood fast. 

10 The Lord brings the will of the nations to naught; * 
he thwarts the designs of the peoples. 

11 But the Lord's will stands fast for ever, * 
and the designs of his heart from age to age. 

12 Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord! * 
happy the people he has chosen to be his own! 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son,* 
and to the Holy Spirit: 

as it was in the beginning, is now,* 
and will be for ever. Amen. 



Second Lesson: Romans 4:13-25 

The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants 
through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of the law who 
are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but where 
there is no law, neither is there violation. 

For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who 
share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have made you 
the father of many nations”) —in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives 
life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. Hoping against hope, he 
believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So 
numerous shall your descendants be.” He did not weaken in faith when he considered his 
own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or 
when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No distrust made him waver 
concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 
being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. Therefore his faith 
“was reckoned to him as righteousness.” Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were 
written not for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him 
who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was handed over to death for our trespasses 
and was raised for our justification. 

The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  

As the music begins, all stand for the gradual hymn and reorient themselves to the Gospel of our Lord as it is 
processed into the congregation. 

GRADUAL HYMN:  #686  Come, thou fount of every blessing Nettleton 

Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 
  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

The Gospel: Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26 

As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth; and he said 
to him, “Follow me.” 

And he got up and followed him. And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors 
and sinners came and were sitting with him and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, 



they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” But 
when he heard this, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who 
are sick. Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have come to call 
not the righteous but sinners.” 

While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader of the synagogue came in and 
knelt before him, saying, “My daughter has just died; but come and lay your hand on her, and 
she will live.” And Jesus got up and followed him, with his disciples. Then suddenly a woman 
who had been suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years came up behind him and touched 
the fringe of his cloak, for she said to herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will be made well.” 
Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, “Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well.” 
And instantly the woman was made well. When Jesus came to the leader’s house and saw the 
flute players and the crowd making a commotion, he said, “Go away; for the girl is not dead 
but sleeping.” And they laughed at him. But when the crowd had been put outside, he went in 
and took her by the hand, and the girl got up. And the report of this spread throughout that 
district. 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon The Rev. Dr. Kathy Hulin 

After the sermon, there is a brief moment of silence. When the Celebrant rises, the congregation stands.  

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 



  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People 

A moment of silent prayer follows each petition. 

Through being stirred by Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, let us offer our prayers to God. 

I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; for people who serve the church 
as leaders and missionaries; for the Anglican Communion; for the Episcopal Church and our 
Diocese; for the members of this parish. Pray for the church. 

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations, especially in places of war and 
conflict; and for the well-being of all people. Pray for justice and peace. 

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison. Pray 
for those in any need or trouble. 

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper awareness of God's presence. Pray that 
they may find and be found by him. 

I ask your prayers for the departed, especially Thomas Holt. Pray for the family and friends 
who grieve their passing. 

I ask your prayers for Robert, Julie, Alicia, Jeff, Betsy, Tawana, Chuck, Chris, Nai, Brylin, 
Marilyn, Ginger, Bob, Dottie, Faith, Mary, Legare, Tom, Ack, Germ, Kenna, Jan, Luann, 
Helen, Katherine, Julie, Sandra, Arna, Jim, the Stephens/Couture Family, Fred, and Debbie. 
Are there others? 

The people may include the names of those for whom they are praying either silently or aloud. 

I ask your thanksgiving for all the blessings of this life [_________]. 



The people may add their petitions silently or aloud. 

Praise God for those in every generation in whom God has been honored, especially for 
Abraham and the apostles Matthew and Paul. Pray that we may have grace to glorify God in 
our own day. 

The Celebrant offers a concluding prayer. 

Confession of Sin BCP p. 359 

The Deacon or Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

The people kneel. Silence may be kept. 
 
Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 
life. Amen. 

The Peace 
All stand.  The Celebrant says to the people 

 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. The Celebrant then shares an 
offertory sentence. 



THE HOLY COMMUNION 

The Offertory 
The ushers pass the offering plates and present the gifts of the congregation at the Lord’s table. 
Online gifts may be made using the QR code to the right.  

OFFERTORY MUSIC:  
 8:45 Nettleton arr. Wayne Wold 

 11:00 Touch that Soothes and Heals Gregg DeMay; arr. Thomas Keesecker 

Touch that soothes and heals the hurting, hands that break a loaf of bread;   
steps that walk beside the weary, bearing burdens in their stead: 

Feed the hungry, clothe the naked, visit ones in need of care,  
give the homeless warmth and shelter: Christ will find a welcome there.  

 "See my hands and feet," said Jesus, love arisen from the grave.  
"Be my hands and feet," said Jesus, "live as ones I died to save." 

Love and serve without distinction all earth's people, first and least.   
Know within each act of kindness hope and wholeness are increased. 

 "See my hands and feet," said Jesus, love arisen from the grave.  
"Be my hands and feet," said Jesus, "live as ones I died to save." 
Hands that beckon little children, bind a wound, prepare a meal,  
feet that rush to share good tidings, Christ arisen, still reveal.   
"See my hands and feet," said Jesus, love arisen from the grave  

"Be my hands and feet," said Jesus, "live as ones I died to save." 

Text: Mary Louise Bringle 
Text © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved. 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE:  Doxology Old 100th 

 

 



The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer A, BCP p. 361 

The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings or says 
  The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth; through your dearly beloved Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  

Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other occasions as appropriate.  

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

  



SANCTUS         Hymnal S-130 

 



 

The people stand or kneel. 

Then the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had 
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, 
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to 
reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 



 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at the 
words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be 
consecrated. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

  



People and Celebrant 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

A period of silence is kept. 

 

 

 

 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

 The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

and may add Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 



The ushers immediately begin releasing the congregation to share in the Eucharistic feast. A gluten-free option 
is available upon request. For further instructions about Holy Communion, see the note to our visitors in the 
back of the bulletin. 

The choir often begins by singing while the congregation receives the Sacrament. Following the choir’s musical 
offering, please join in as we sing the Communion Hymn together. 

COMMUNION MUSIC:  
 8:45  Land of Rest arr. Walter Pelz 

 11:00 Lead Me, Lord Samuel Sebastian Wesley 

Lead me, Lord, lead me in thy righteousness, make thy way plain before my face.  
For it is thou, Lord, thou, Lord, only, that makest me dwell in safety. 

Text: Psalm 5:8, Psalm 4:9 

COMMUNION HYMNS:  #304  I come with joy to meet my Lord Land of Rest 

Sending Out of Eucharistic Visitors 

Celebrant With whom will you share this communion? 

Eucharistic Visitors respond with the names of those to whom they will go. 

Celebrant  In the name of this congregation, we send you forth bearing these holy gifts 
that N. may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and blood. 

People  We who are many are one body, because we share one bread and one cup. 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

The people stand or kneel for the Post-Communion Prayer. 

Post-Communion Prayer BCP p. 366 

Celebrant and People 
Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 
of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 



And now, Father, send us out 
to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Blessing 

DISMISSAL HYMN:  #493  O for a thousand tongues to sing Azmon 

The Dismissal 
 
Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE: Prelude in G, BWV 568 Johann Sebastian Bach 
  



  



The Prayers of the People is that part of our liturgy which offers intercessions and thanksgivings to God. 
Worshippers, wherever they are in the church, are encouraged to offer aloud or silently their own such 
prayers during the appropriate part of the Prayers of the People. As we pray, please remember those who 
are ill or with other needs: Robert Odean; Julie Morse; Alicia Wallace; Jeff; Betsy Thagard; Tawana Gibbs; 
Chuck King; Chris, Nai, and Brylin Price; Marilyn Jones; Ginger Quarles; Bob Lipinoga; Dottie Dalzell; Faith 
Baker; Mary McCarty; Legare Head; Tom Griswold; Ack Thompson; Gary German; Kenna; Jan Knapp; Luann 
Ham; Helen Laughton; Katherine Gee; Julie Kehl; Sandra Jeffery; Arna Campbell; Jim Spry; the 
Stephens/Couture Family; Fred; and Debbie. 

The Altar Flowers are given in loving memory of Margarita Fitzsimons, Mather Fitzsimons, Frank and Millie 
Fitzsimons, Pam Priest Stamey and Candy Priest, by Hank, Dunk, Pam, and Mindy. 
Eucharistic Visitors share the Body and Blood of Christ with those who receive care from our Visitor 
Ministry. We thank God for the ministry of Clint Adams, Art Mack, Judy Petersen, Anita Reid, Stan Rogan, and 
Bill Taylor. 

To Our Visitors: We welcome you with all our hearts! You are also invited to come forward at the time of 
Communion to receive the Sacrament or a blessing. All baptized Christians are encouraged to receive 
Communion, including infants and children. To receive Communion, simply come forward to kneel at the altar 
if you are able. Put one hand in the palm of the other and the Celebrant will share the Body of Christ with you. 
You may then intinct or drink from the Chalice. A gluten-free option is available upon request. If you are not 
baptized, please come forward and kneel at the altar while crossing your arms over your chest to receive a special 
blessing, and we invite you to talk to the priest at any time about entering discernment for being baptized. Won’t 
you join with Christ and his Church on this journey of faith? 

If you do not have a church home at this time, then we hope you will make St. John in the Wilderness your 
church family. We find that through sharing life together as the Body of Christ, we are made whole and renewed 
daily. Talk to an usher or member of the clergy about joining this parish, or you are welcome to simply fill out a 
card in your pew and put it in the offering plate. We welcome you! 
 

THANK YOU FOR SERVING IN WORSHIP 
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