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From the Rector's Desk

By Christ’s poverty, we have become rich and have much to share.

In 2 Corinthians 8, St. Paul shares with us an understanding of Christ that is
profound and beckons us to a deeper life of faith and generosity. He begins the
chapter by talking about the churches in Macedonia who have gone through “a
severe ordeal of affliction.” In seeming irony, he says that because of their
hardships they have actually found abundant joy in Christ. Even in their
“extreme poverty,” Paul writes that their joy has allowed wealth to overflow
from their community for the good of those in need. For Paul, this is evidence
of Christ among them. “For you know, that though Christ was rich, yet for your
sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich” (2 Cor.
8:9).
As our calendar has rushed towards the end of the year, I have noticed a shift
in our activities and focus at St. John toward those who are in need in our local
community and beyond. It probably began with Betsy Tibbs making Angel Tree
plans. Next, a Big Brothers, Big Sisters toy drive was being shared. Then
someone else reminded us that the Children and Family Resource Center is in
need of diapers and formula. And it has continued to snowball from there. Our
knitters are organizing to make blankets for the children of teenage parents.
Our Outreach Committee allocated nearly $40,000 to partner agencies and a
few particular needs with large donations to Interfaith Assistance Ministry and
the Edneyville Community Food Pantry which will be hard at work this holiday
season aiding those who are hungry and hurting.
You will read about many of these efforts in this edition of The Voice. It is a
beautiful thing that God has made us rich by Christ stooping to embrace the
poverty of our world. And as we prepare to celebrate Christ’s birth this
Christmas, I thank God that we get to make this incarnational move as a parish
family by connecting with those who are in need to share with them the
abundance of joy that we have been given in our Lord.
May the poverty that Christ embraced on our behalf, make you rich in love and
grace this holiday season.
-- Fr. Josh Stephens
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An Advent (and beyond)
Project for Knitters,
Crocheters, and Quilters
A new book, Contemplative Knitting, has a chapter
“Knitting through Advent.”
The ideas there would apply to crocheting and quilting
as well. In that chapter the author suggests that a
wonderful project for Advent is a baby blanket - knit
with chunky yarn so it can be completed during the
season of Advent and Christmas. As you knit this
blanket you can ponder in your heart, like Mary did,
the birth of Jesus. She suggests that "knitting through
Advent is a gift we give ourselves. It can re-center our
attention to the real meaning of the season."
Where would these baby blankets go? A conversation
with Emily Balcken, the director of Children and
Family Resource Center told us that baby blankets
would be loved by the mothers and fathers in their
Adolescent Parenting Program, a program that St.
John has supported for many years. They have 20
mothers/fathers in the program now. Twenty baby
blankets by Christmas may not be realistic, but it can
be an ongoing project. For more information and to
drop off completed blankets, contact Judy Petersen
(697-1967).

A Christmas Memory

December 17 at 7pm
December 18 at 2pm and 7pm
December 19 at 2pm
Back by popular demand!
Truman Capote’s story, A
Christmas Memory, will be
presented as a one-man
show by actor and
theologian E.R. Haire, Jr.
again this year.
Performances will be held
Saturday, December 18th
and Sunday, December 19th

at 2pm in the Wilderness Room.
The show is free to the public but attendance is
limited to 35 people per performance and RSVP is
required. Visit stjohnflatrock.org to sign up. Face
masks (covering nose and mouth) and physical
distancing are required. Temperatures will be taken
at the door.

ECW Thank you!

The play, “Mothers of the Bride” was a delight
and the fact that the basket was passed to
benefit the Backpack Program was very much
appreciated.
Kathy Newbold asked me later how much it
costs for a normal weekend to provide
supplemental food for the nearly 100
Henderson County school children whom we
serve. It came as no surprise that we are
spending between $600-$700. Every donation
helps, and we deeply appreciate the
continued generosity of our Parish and the
surrounding community.
Many thanks to all of you, and especially the
ECW.
--Debby Staton, ECW Coordinator

Readers in the Wilderness
First Fridays at 10am
Readers in the Wilderness meets on the first Friday
of every month at 10am in the Library.

December 3rd : The Last Thing He Told
Me by Laura Dave
A gripping mystery about a
woman who thinks she found
the love of her life—until he
disappears. With its breakneck
pacing, dizzying plot twists, this
evocative family drama is
certain to shock with its final,
heartbreaking turn.
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Youth Group Outreach Project Helps Migrant Workers
In 2020, the St. John in the Wilderness Youth Group learned about the
plight of the migrant workers in Henderson County, and we partnered
with Heartwood Refuge to help the migrant community here by
collecting items, such as food and paper towels. Also in the summer of
2020, members of the Youth Group brought food from the Edneyville
Community Food Pantry to the places where migrant workers were
staying and saw firsthand the conditions that the workers were living
in. Many of the migrant workers were living in trailers with 13-15
people per trailer. Most of the trailers did not have air conditioning,
and in some places sewage was running down the streets.
Migrant workers are an essential part of the agriculture system in
Henderson County, but many people here are not aware of the issues
the migrant workers face. The Youth Group was motivated to do more
to help. To start the project, the Youth Group members contacted the
Migrant Education Program (MEP) through Henderson County Public
Schools to ask about items that migrant workers needed. The MEP
program informed us they always need hygiene bags, and the list of
items for one hygiene bag included toothpaste, a toothbrush, a bar of
soap, a bandana, deodorant, shampoo, work gloves, and sunscreen.

From there, the Youth Group priced the items needed to put together 100 hygiene bags, and it made a formal request to
our Outreach Committee to fund the project. With the help of Greg and Kathy Newbold, who arranged for a donation of
toothpaste, Marti Smith, who donated bags, and Mary Ann Inglis, who handled ordering the items using the allocated
funds, the project was underway. The Youth Group assembled all 100 hygiene bags for the migrant workers during the
Sunday School hour in early October, and each bag had Proverbs 16:3 on the front of each bag, along with a message of
thanks in Spanish:
“Comete al Dio cualquier te haces y va a establecer tus planes.” Proverbs 16:3
Commit to God whatever you do and He will establish your plans.
“Gracias por su trabajo duro!”
Thank you for your hard work!
This project was something the Youth Group was very passionate about, and members were glad they were able to get
involved with the community in this way. In total, the cost was $963.28 for the entire project to help with the basic hygiene
needs for 100 migrant workers, and the bags were handed out by the MEP program last month. Thank you to St. John in the
Wilderness for supporting the Youth Group as we assisted the migrant workers who are vital to our community!
Laura Shelton,
Youth Group Member

December Altar Flowers
are given in loving memory of:
December 5

December 19

December 26

The Reverend and Mrs.
John R. Little, Albert and
S. Lee Moreno
by Their Family

Wesley Welborn Smith
by Gayle and Bill McHaffie and
Megan and John Durlach

All our dear, departed loved
ones that passed in 2021 at
St. John in the Wilderness

Holy Hike
Tennent Mountain and
Black Balsam Knob
October 19, 2021

From Our Brother in Haiti
Dear friends in Christ,
May the peace and the grace of the Lord Be with you all. I would like to let you know that I received your
check of $ 1,150 since one week, but the bad condition of the internet prevented me to let you know. I can't
find a true word to express my gratitude to you, I can only say thank you. I know Covid-19 reduce the
economy of the whole world, to support someone in that moment is a deep commitment from God. Once
again thank you. Let me telling you, your funds are a blessing for my parish and make a lot of differences.
I just add one more classroom up with the last funds of $3,750 because there have a lot of students and
parents who leave P-au-P to the Central plateau for armed gangs and kidnaping . I receive about 50 more
students that's why I add one more classroom. This year we have a total of 600 students from preschool to
13 grades. the classroom is yet finish , but it can function. This new fund will be used to finish the
classroom during Christmas vacation. As Brother Starr Teel had an idea how the parish looked like in the
pass, I will ask the photograph Rodney to send you some pictures as soon as possible to see how it look
like now because of your support.
May the God of love and hope keep and bless you all in your Ministry.
--Father Jean Jacques DERAVIL+

Moldova World Children's Fund
Over 23 years ago the Moldova World Children’s Fund
(MWCF) was founded in Flat Rock. MWCF President Ray West
and Board of Directors Chairman Albert Gooch launched the
effort that shortly became a shared commitment as a fund to
relieve suffering and improve the lives of children in the
newly independent Republic of Moldova. For St. John
members Albert and Jeannie Gooch, Father John and Paula
Morton, and all early contributors, this outreach offered a
solid way to help the poorest country in Eastern Europe. The
Rector’s Discretionary Fund, Easter offerings, and SJITW
Outreach have stepped in ever since with major donations to
specific projects.

Recipients have included a kindergarten for tuberculosis patients, a therapy building for severely
handicapped children, hundreds of schools and hospitals, COVID-19 care units, many deserving
students wishing to continue their education, cancer sufferers, Hospice residents, struggling families,
weary farmers ….with multiple lifesaving brain, heart, and other surgeries along the way.
By the time Mike and I jumped on board this ship of good works, it was already sailing to every corner
of the US and many foreign countries to reach contributing members. The Board of Directors were
giving their time, talent and energy to the cause. We found the effort irresistible and were eager to
visit this country where MWCF was changing lives. Exactly, where was Moldova? We studied the map
and before long were navigating forward with the entire crew!
Most recently a community center constructed to serve several rural villages is awaiting pandemic
delayed dedication, sponsored principally by our own Faith Baker, a member of the MWCF Board.
Faith, Darrell Menscer, Albert and Jeannie, and Mike and me as MWCF officers have made multiple
trips to Moldova. Personally, during our two working visits to Moldova we Covells fell for the families
who are the recipients of the ongoing work of Moldova World.
Albert and Ray presented a thorough status report to the Outreach Committee in October highlighting
the international charity’s impressive application of gift income and comprehensive spread of
expenses. SJITW followed by designating a greatly appreciated $5,000 to their efforts for the
challenging winter ahead. Information material is available in the Church Office.
Yours sincerely,
Joanie Covell
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Episcopal Church Women Musings
Greetings all! I hope this finds each of you well and happily
preparing for the Advent season fast approaching.

First, I’d like to update you on the shed renovation. Gibson Sims
is our project manager, and the contractor has begun work. So
far, we have a new ceiling, 18 LED lights, an HVAC unit that both
dehumidifies and warms, a new floor, two new porches, and
shelving. For any of you who have spent time in the shed, the
improvements are exciting. The 2022 Bazaar experience will not
be bizarre!
ECW has been busy in a variety of endeavors.
First: On September 12, more than 30 members of ECW enjoyed a
morning gathering. We met over coffee and delicious breakfast
snacks provided by attendees. As is typical with ECW events, the
food was exceptional in variety and quantity! The ECW
Coordinating Team was introduced, and each committee
chairperson briefly reprised the activities of her group.
Second: The ECW Retreat was held on October 29 in the Parish
Hall. Our moderator was Deacon Joyce Beschta, whose theme was
“The Tenses of Discipleship: Past, Present, and Future.” The
program offered a guided meditation and the opportunity for
personal spiritual reflection, and it culminated in the Holy
Eucharist. It was a meaningful and enjoyable event.
Third: on November 5, we were treated to a theatrical
presentation titled The Mothers of the Brides (MOB). This is a play
written and directed by the former Costume Mistress at
Hendersonville Community Theater, Doreen Blue, who upon
realizing how many dresses in the inventory were appropriate
for mothers of brides, wrote a play to use them! According to
Doreen, “Every picture tells a story. And so does every Mother of
the Bride dress! Come hear our stories, ranging from laugh out
loud, to touching, and everything in between!” There were nearly
60 people in attendance, including a few brave men. It was
terrifically entertaining.
The Make a Difference Committee, MAD, has concluded its
deliberations for this year. As you know, the MAD Fund was
created in 2007 to provide monetary grants to family and
community support agencies in the Hendersonville area. ECW
through its various sales--Christmas cards, note cards, Shed Sale,
online Bazaar, as well as donations (Cakeless Bake Sale), was able
to fund seven grants this year: Apple Country Woodcrafters,
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Vickie Taylor
William McHaffie
Catherine Popp
Anne Izard
Henry Mills
Katherine Pace
McCollough Perry
William Green
Sally Hopper
Riggs Goodman Jr.
John Wyatt

SJIW Back Pack Program, Children and Family Resources Center
(earmarked for scholarships for Single Parents), Project Dignity, St
Gerard House, Safelight, and Vocational Solutions.
ECW is aided significantly in its fund raising by Books for Good, a
unique used book store selling donated items to benefit donorspecified charities. ECW is a beneficiary of Bettie Orr’s faithful
stewardship of this project. Elaine Harris chairs the MAD
committee, assisted by Lynne Miller, Jan Knapp, and Jan Tanner.
ECW is deeply appreciative of their thoughtful deliberations.
Lastly of note, Lynne Miller, Mary Boys, and helpers will again this
year deliver stockings to 18 Head Start this Christmas season. The
stockings will be filled with all manner of fun things--toys, books,
crayons, hats, and mittens. Perhaps next year the children will be
able to return to the Wilderness Room for a visit with Santa and
singing of "Feliz Navidad" and "Jingle Bells!"
I’d like to thank the ECW Coordinating Team which as
demonstrated great dedication and flexibility during this
challenging year. The team includes Linda Giltner, Vickie Taylor,
Mary Boys, Elaine Harris, Linda Sizemore, Lynne Miller, Penny
Amerman, and Lynn Wiescholek. I’d also like to greet the incoming
leaders for 2022, Linda Giltner and Vickie Taylor, who will be the
Coordinating Team Co-Chairs. They will be seeking to fill out the
Team, and I would urge all of you to consider how you might
contribute to ECW’s efforts. If you have any questions, please
contact one of us, and we will try to answer them.
Lastly, it is not too early to look forward to 2022 and how ECW will
be involved in the life of the parish and in the community beyond.
New leaders are needed to fill the ECW Board. We have two
volunteers to be Co-Chairs, but they will need the energy and ideas
of others. I will be sending out separate correspondence on this
issue.
I am looking to you to help identify activities and opportunities for
ECW for the remainder of the year. I am also looking to you for
future leadership in the organization. Please carefully consider
both, and let me know.
Blessings, peace, and health. It has been my privilege to lead the
ECW this year.
--Kathy Newbold

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
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Nancy Cooper
Ruth Kern
Jane Izard
Jane Mildren
Anita Reid
Abigail Stephens
Patty Vint
Hilton Swing
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Mary Shelton
Beth Ann Melton
Carol Sims
Michael Jeffery
Hop Potter
Andrew Bullard
Betsy Tibbs
Jane Irwin
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Jerry Holt
William Rodriguez
Isabel Schiro
Emmery Guth
Sara Mooney
Knolton Lee
Rita Castline
Penny Amerman
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Tuesday Night Series Honors Mike Covell For His Ministry
Mike Covell was honored upon his retirement as
leader for 15 years by the group of parishioners
who gathered every Tuesday night from late
spring to early fall for potluck dinner, a course
of study in a subject chosen by the group, and
discussion following. At the celebratory event a
declaration was made naming Mike "Historian
Emeritus of St. John."
Polly Morice will take over as the new leader of
the group, which will start up next Spring. The
topic for study will be "History of Eastern
Europe."

New Members Recognized on All Saints' Sunday

Front row: Channing, Knowlton, and Bess Lee; Ken and Susan
Conapinski; Piff Piffarerio. Back row: Mike Lee, BJ McKee, Jill
Owen, George Grzenda, Mark Owen.

New members Cathy Taylor-Murray and Charlie Murray with Fr.
Josh on All Saints' Sunday.

Front row: Mary Stroman; The Revs. Stephen and Patricia Askew;
Jim Wagner. Back Row: Harry and Janelle Walker; Meg and Jerry
Holt; Athena Brooks and Jason Blackwell.

Fr. Josh with new members Jerry and Meg Holt and Mary Stroman.

The Episcopal Church of St. John in the Wilderness
1905 Greenville Highway
P.O. Box 185
Flat Rock, NC 28731
The Episcopal Church of
St. John in the Wilderness

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

The Rev. Josh Stephens
Rector

The Rev. Dn. Charles Rex

Sunday
8:45 a.m. Rite Two Eucharist (In person & livestreamed)
11:00 a.m. Rite Two Eucharist (In person)

Deacon

Sarah Yeargin
Director of Parish Communication
& Administration

Stacy Knapp

Monday through Thursday
9:00 a.m. Online Morning Prayer (Live streamed)

Parish Financial Assistant

Dewitt Tipton
Organist and Director of Music

Kevin Hunt

Wednesday
10:30 a.m. Healing Service (in the Wilderness Room)
4:30 p.m. Evening Prayer (in the Wilderness Room)

Sexton

Mary Anne Inglis
Youth and Families Coordinator

Vestry
Jennifer Shelton
Senior Warden

Jerry Tanner
Junior Warden

Our Mission Statement

Tom Griswold
Treasurer

Margaret Barker
Clerk
E.R. Haire, Jr., Shelley Schiro,
Cynthia Easterling, Terry Enslen,
Marie Hyder, Dick Zecher, Gibson
Sims, John Barker, Elizabeth
Christenbury, Lynn Wiescholek

Vestry minutes are available
on the website:
www.stjohnflatrock.org

To know and love God as He is revealed to us
in Jesus Christ, to bring others to His saving
love, and to serve the world in His name.
1905 Greenville Highway

P.O. Box 185

www.stjohnflatrock.org

Flat Rock, NC 28731
officeadmin@stjohnflatrock.org

828-693-9783

