The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

August 16, 2026
8:45 & 11:00am

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF ST. JOHN IN THE WILDERNESS
Est. 1836 | Flat Rock, North Carolina

Mission Statement
To know and love God as He is revealed to us in Jesus Christ, to bring others to His saving love, and to serve
the world in His name.



Welcome to St. John in the Wilderness

We welcome you warmly to St. John in the Wilderness and invite you to share in our songs,
prayers, and eucharistic feast. If you do not have a church family at this time, then we invite
you to join in this fellowship of faith as we share life together as the Body of Christ. See the
note to our visitors on the back inside cover for more information about receiving
Communion and joining the church.

Reminders for Worship

® Children of all ages are most welcome in worship, and during the service they may enjoy
the activity bags, which are in the Tower Entrance. Nursery care is available for children
from infancy to pre-K across Rutledge Drive in our Parish House Education Building
from 8:30am to 12:30pm on Sundays. Please use the crosswalk to get there!

® Please participate in the service by singing and praying with us. At the time of the Peace,
please take a few moments to leave your pew and greet others in the name of our Lord.

® A restroom is available near the front of the church and can be accessed through an
exterior door. Please see an usher for directions.

® You will find hand sanitizer in the pews and with the ushers. Please use it after the Peace
and before receiving Communion.

Everything Episcopal

The Episcopal Church is one of 42 provinces within the Anglican
Commmunion. The province of the Episcopal Church is comprised of 108

dioceses across 22 nations or territories. There are 90 million Christians who

mafke up the Anglican family worldwide.




Holy Eucharist, Rite II
8:45 & 11:00am

PRELUDE: Chorale and Prelude on Halton Holgate arr. David Thorne
Welcome & Announcements

ENTRANCE HYMN: #537 Christ, for the world we sing] Moscow

THE WORD OF GOD
Acclamation & Response BCP p. 355

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Celebrant may say

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

GLORIA, from Celtic Mass Stefan Andre Waligur

The congregation sings the refrain as indicated, and a cantor sings the verses.
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1. Lord God heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you
thanks. We praise you for your glory.  Refrain x2

2. Lotd Jesus Christ only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the
sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.  Refrain x2

3. You alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Refrain x2

Music copyright © 2006 Stefan Andre Walignr. Al rights reserved. Used by permission



The Celebrant says to the people

The Lord be with you.
Peaple And also with you.
Celebrant  Let us pray.

The Collect of the Day

Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and also an
example of godly life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of his redeeming work,
and to follow daily in the blessed steps of his most holy life; through Jesus Christ your Son
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

The people sit.

First Lesson: Genesis 45:1-15

Joseph could no longer control himself before all those who stood by him, and he cried out,
“Send everyone away from me.” So no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself
known to his brothers. And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard it, and the household
of Pharaoh heard it. Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still aliver” But
his brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence.

Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I am
your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed, or angry
with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. For
the famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in which there
will be neither plowing nor harvest. God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant
on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who sent me here, but
God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land
of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, “Thus says your son Joseph, God has
made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. You shall settle in the land of
Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well
as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. I will provide for you there—since there are
five more years of famine to come—so that you and your household, and all that you have,
will not come to poverty.” And now your eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see that it
is my own mouth that speaks to you. You must tell my father how greatly I am honored in
Egypt, and all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.” Then he fell upon
his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, while Benjamin wept upon his neck. And he kissed all
his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked with him.



The Word of the Lord.
Pegple  Thanks be to God.

Psalm 133 Ecce, qguam bonum!
The Psalm is read responsively by whole verse.

1 Oh, how good and pleasant it is, *
when brethren live together in unity!

2 It is like fine oil upon the head *
that runs down upon the beard,

3 Upon the beard of Aaron, *
and runs down upon the collar of his robe.

4 It is like the dew of Hermon *
that falls upon the hills of Zion.

5 For there the Lord has ordained the blessing: *
life for evermore.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son,*
and to the Holy Spirit:

as it was in the beginning, is now,*
and will be for ever. Amen.

Second Lesson: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32

I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant
of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not rejected his people whom he
foreknew.

For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. Just as you were once disobedient to God
but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, so they have now been
disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. For
God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all.

The Word of the Lord.
Pegple  Thanks be to God.

As the music begins, all stand for the gradual hymn and reorient themselves to the Gospel of our Lord as it is
processed into the congregation.

GRADUAL HYMN: #706 In your mercy, Lord, you called me Halton Holgate



Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Peogple  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Gospel: Matthew 15:21-28

Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a Canaanite
woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of
David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” But he did not answer her at all. And his
disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” He
answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” But she came and knelt
before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food
and throw it to the dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall
from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be
done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly.

The Gospel of the Lord.
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Reflection by a High School Graduate (§:45) Danielle Pharr
The Sermon The Rev. Josh Stephens

After the sermon, there is a brief moment of silence. When the Celebrant rises, the congregation stands.
Blessing of a Graduating Senior (§:45)

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,



and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People
A moment of silent prayer follows each petition.
Through being stirred by Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, let us offer our prayers to God.

I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; for people who serve the church
as leaders and missionaries; for the Anglican Communion; for the Episcopal Church and our
Diocese; for the members of this parish. Pray for the church.

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations, especially in places of war and
conflict; and for the well-being of all people. Pray for justice and peace.

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison. Pray
for those in any need or trouble.

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper awareness of God's presence. Pray that
they may find and be found by him.

I ask your prayers for the departed, especially Helen Laughton. Pray for the family and friends
who grieve their passing.

I ask your prayers for Eleanor, Bob, Joe, Ron, Stephen, Sue, Dale, Mason, Joshua, the Elmore
Family, Mary, Toni, Betsy, Tawana, Chuck, Dottie, MarthaJean, Al, Rita, Jim, Lori, Carter,
Legare, Susan, Jennifer, Mary, Katherine, and Arthur. Are there others?

The people may include the names of those for whom they are praying either silently or alond.



I ask your thanksgiving for all the blessings of this life /- /-

The people may add their petitions silently or alond.

Praise God for those in every generation in whom God has been honored. Pray that we may
have grace to glorify God in our own day.

The Celebrant offers a concluding prayer.

The Peace
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. The Celebrant then shares an
offertory sentence.

THE HOLY COMMUNION

The Offertory

The ushers pass the offering plates and present the gifts of the congregation at the Lord’s table.
Online gifts may be made using the QR code to the right.

OFFERTORY MUSIC:
8:45 Jesus, All My Gladness Johann Gottfried Walther
11:00 With Songs of Rejoicing  Johann S. Bach/arr. Hal H. Hopson

Text adapted from Psalm 98

With songs of rejoicing sing praise to the Lord; for he has done matvelous things!
Break forth into joy. His praises the lyre and the trumpet employ.
The floods clap their hands, and the hills sing for joy.
The seas with their roaring speak praise to His name.
Come, make a joyful noise. Sing to the Lord Alleluial



OFFERTORY RESPONSE: Doxology Old 100"
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The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer A, BCP p. 361
The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings or says
The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth; through your dearly beloved Son Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other occasions as appropriate.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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The people stand or kneel.

Then the Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ,

your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to

reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.



He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at the
words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be
consecrated.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take,
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for

many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

n Celebrant and People
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The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,



People and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.

A period of silence is kept.
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The following prayer may be said. The People may join in saying this prayer

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own
righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as
to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property
is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy
dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and
he in us. Amen.

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God.

and may add ~ 'Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

The ushers immediately begin releasing the congregation to share in the Eucharistic feast. A gluten-free option
is available upon request. For further instructions about Holy Communion, see the note to onr visitors in the
back of the bulletin.

The choir often begins by singing while the congregation receives the Sacrament. Following the choir’s musical
offering, please join in as we sing the Communion Hymn together.

COMMUNION HYMNS: #542 Christ is the world’s true Light St Joan
#323 Bread of heaven, on thee we feed  Jesw, Jesu, du mein Hirt

Sending Out of Eucharistic Visitors

Celebrant  With whom will you share this communion?
Eucharistic Visitors respond with the names of those to whom they will go.
Celebrant  In the name of this congregation, we send you forth bearing these holy gifts

that N. may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and blood.

Pegple ' We who are many are one body, because we share one bread and one cup.



After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.
The people stand or kneel for the Post-Communion Prayer.

Post-Communion Prayer

Celebrant and People

Almighty and everliving God,

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out

to do the work you have given us to do,

to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Blessing
DISMISSAL HYMN: #539 O Zion, haste, thy mission high fulfilling
The Dismissal

Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: Postlude on Moscow (Italian Hymmn)

BCP p. 366

Tidings

arr. Jacob B. Weber












The Prayers of the People is that patt of our liturgy which offers intercessions and thanksgivings to God.
Worshippers, wherever they are in the church, are encouraged to offer aloud or silently their own such
prayers during the appropriate part of the Prayers of the People. As we pray, please remember those who
are ill or with other needs: Eleanor Flowers, Bob Odean, Joe Giltner, Ron Kauffman, Stephen, Sue, Dale,
Mason, Joshua, the Elmore Family, Mary Curtis, Toni Piowaty, Betsy Thagard, Tawana Gibbs, Chuck King,
Dottie Dalzell, MarthaJean Liberto, Al Orentas, Rita Antonelli, Jim Spry, Lori Griswold, Carter Carson, Legare
Head, Susan Gibbs, Jennifer, Mary McCarty, Katherine Gee, and Arthur Zellner.

The Altar Flowers are given in loving memory of Gerald (Jerry) Nelson, USMC, Ret., by Victoria Nelson.

Eucharistic Visitors share the Body and Blood of Christ with those who receive care from our Visitor
Ministry. We thank God for the ministry of Clint Adams, Art Mack, Judy Petersen, Anita Reid, Stan Rogan, and
Bill Taylor.

To Our Visitors: We welcome you with all our hearts! You are also invited to come forward at the time of
Communion to receive the Sacrament or a blessing. All baptized Christians are encouraged to receive
Communion, including infants and children. To receive Communion, simply come forward to kneel at the altar
if you are able. Put one hand in the palm of the other and the Celebrant will share the Body of Christ with you.
You may then intinct or drink from the Chalice. A gluten-free option is available upon request. If you are not
baptized, please come forward and kneel at the altar while crossing your arms over your chest to receive a special
blessing, and we invite you to talk to the priest at any time about entering discernment for being baptized. Won’t
you join with Christ and his Church on this journey of faith?

If you do not have a church home at this time, then we hope you will make St. John in the Wilderness your
church family. We find that through sharing life together as the Body of Christ, we are made whole and renewed
daily. Talk to an usher or member of the clergy about joining this parish, or you are welcome to simply fill out a
card in your pew and put it in the offering plate. We welcome youl!

THANK YOU FOR SERVING IN WORSHIP

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
August 16 August 23
8:45am 11:00am 8:45am 11:00am
Lay Readers/ Sandra Jeffery Bill Taylor John Barker Mark Delk
Eucharistic Ministers Candace Lewis
Acolytes Don Stine Anita Reid Jasmine Pharr Cora Fitzpatrick
Joey Saltz
Sofia Ridgeway

Ushers Jerry Tanner John Knapp Jerry Holt Hilton Swing

Stu Holcombe Sandy Gulbrandsen George Grzenda Ned Curtis
Greeters Lynne Miller Anne Vogler Brenda Hillyer Jann & Jim Cooper

Judy Petersen Jo Stahle Margaret Barker
Cart Drivers Marlin Sanders Scott Bell Jim Olson Nancy Cooper
Videogtaphy (Service) E. Wiescholek N/A N/A Tom Griswold
Videography (Formation) ~ Tom Griswold BJ] McKee
Refreshment Time Carol Spencer Becky & Scott Brenda Hillyer Jo Stahle

Susan Allen Petersen
Altar Guild Cathryn Harrell Diane Skelton Sandra Jeffery Susan Gibbs

BJ McKee Joy Coe Lynne Miller Sara Kester

Jim Cooper (Brass) Michael Jeffery (Brass)

Flower Guild Galen Reuther & Claudia Northrup Jan Tanner
Opening Gatekeeper George Grzenda & B] McKee George Grzenda & B] McKee

Closing Gatekeeper Jill Owen Jill Owen



THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF ST. JOHN IN THE WILDERNESS
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2028 .
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Lynne Miller
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Bill Williams, Treasurers
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