
For the entire month of May, we continue this refrain
as we celebrate Eastertide this year. It is a most special
time of year for many reasons. It is no coincidence, for
example, that springtime and Easter line up as they do.
The new life that God gives us in Jesus Christ is
mirrored in creation as flowers bloom and hatchlings
crack through their eggs. At St. John, we also welcome
back many summer members of the parish who add
much to our life together. (We are so glad you are
home!) But most of all, during Easter we are shaped as
the resurrection community that is the Church. Our
newness of life is found in Christ risen from the dead.

As Jesus appeared again and again during the Great 50
Days of Easter, his disciples found themselves uniquely
drawn into life with one another. They held in
common Christ before his death, but their differences
and doubts remained. Now – on this side of Easter –
they were bound to each other by the one whose death
destroyed death and made the whole creation new. 

So, what does the resurrection community look like? It
looks like people who gather to sing songs of praise
and find sustenance in Christ’s body and blood. It looks
like a community that is unafraid to admit its own
brokenness because our weaknesses create the perfect
room for Christ’s strength to take root. The
resurrection community speaks words of love and
hope in the face of fear and despair, always knowing
that God’s Kingdom is now our reality. It’s a peaceable
community whose members care for one another and
for the stranger, always open, always inviting, always
forgiving. 

May the new life we share continue to grow in us this
Eastertide so that our life together is a living witness to
Christ’s resurrection. Christ has given us the most
remarkable gift in Easter: himself and each other – all
sharing in this resurrection life.

Faithfully,
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"Alleluia! Christ is risen!"
"The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!"

Fr. Josh+

Fr. Josh, Julianna Savage, and Deacon
Sandy on Easter Sunday

We've missed you, Flower Guild!

Flip to page 6 for more photos of
Holy Week and Easter.



June 3: West with Giraffes
by Lynda Rutledge

It’s 1938. The Great Depression
lingers. Hitler is threatening
Europe, and world-weary
Americans long for wonder.
They find it in two giraffes who
miraculously survive a hurricane
while crossing the Atlantic. What
follows is a 12-day road trip in   a   
custom truck to deliver Southern
California's first giraffes to the San Diego Zoo.
Behind the wheel is the young Dust Bowl rowdy
Woodrow. Inspired by true events, the tale weaves
real-life figures with fictional ones, including the
world’s first female zoo director, a crusty old man
with a past, a young female photographer with a
secret, and assorted reprobates as spotty as the
giraffes.

First Fridays at 10am in the Library
Readers in the Wilderness
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May 6: The Cape Doctor
by E.J. Levy
Beginning in Cork, Ireland, the
novel recounts Jonathan
Mirandus Perry’s journey from
daughter to son in order to enter
medical school and provide for
family, but Perry soon embraced
the new-found freedom of living
life  as   a   man.   From   brilliant 
medical student in Edinburgh and London to
eligible bachelor and quick-tempered physician in
Cape Town, Dr. Perry thrived. When he befriended
the aristocratic Cape Governor, the doctor rose to
the pinnacle of society, before the two were publicly
accused of a homosexual affair that scandalized the
colonies and nearly cost them their lives. E. J. Levy’s
enthralling novel, inspired by the life of Dr. James
Miranda Barry, brings this captivating character
vividly alive.

Summer Coffee Hours to Resume
Sunday, May 15
Won't You Please Host One?

The much-enjoyed coffee hour
after services from May through 
September will be returning this 
month. Coffee time is an informal 
opportunity for the fellowship we all enjoy, and it is
an important way we as a church and as individuals
connect with visitors, new members, and our parish
family.

The Welcome Ministry at St. John needs folks who will
help continue this important tradition. Hosting coffee
time is easy! You provide beverages and snacks...
Almost all the other items needed for the Coffee Hour
are stored in cabinets at the church. Detailed
instructions are provided. Please volunteer for just
one Sunday this year – your help is needed and
valued. 

Contact Judy Petersen (828-697-1967) for more
information, or let the Parish Office know of your
interest, and Sarah will pass along your name.

April 24: Living with Openness to God
May 8: Thirsting for What Is Right
May 15: Living Transparently
May 22: Peacemaking
May 29: Living as Citizens of God's Kingdom
June 5: Foundations

Bible. They are a short but profoundly beautiful and
influential collection of sayings by Jesus, summing up
his teachings about what it means to live as a child of
God's kingdom. In this course, we will engage with
this important text, examining how we can live our
lives to restore it to a central place in the life of the
Church.

Session Topics
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

New Formation Series: The Beatitudes
Sundays at 10am, April 24 - June 5 in the
Wilderness Room
Adults and high schoolers
are taking part in a six-week
study of the Beatitudes
(Matthew 5:1-10), which
have been lauded as the
most important, subversive,
and revolutionary text in the

Help Us Share the Story!
If you take a photo at any St. John in the
Wilderness event, please send it to
officeadmin@stjohnflatrock.org to help
us share all the good things happening in
our parish. 

mailto:officeadmin@stjohnflatrock.org


The May Altar
Flowers are given in
loving memory of:

May 1
Jim & Fran MacDonald
by Susan, James, & Inna

May 8
Robert & Jeanne Littlefield

by their loving sons,
Robert, Richard, & Donald

May 15
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Robinson,

Mr. & Mrs. John Cart,
Henry Robinson Cart, and
Walter Montgomery Cart

by Donna R. Cart

May 22
All who have died of

COVID-19

May 29
All military personnel
who died in service to

our country
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Free Organ Concert
Tuesday, May 3, at 7:15pm

St. John in the Wilderness is honored to host the Blue
Ridge chapter of the American Guild of Organists'
Annual Members Recital.

Members of this organization grace us with their skills
on our recently refurbished Wicks-Angerstein organ.
This concert is free and open to the public. All are
welcome!

The organ was
refurbished in 2021.

Join Us On Our Next Hike to
Fryingpan Mountain Lookout Tower!
Tuesday, May 10, at 10am - Meet at the Pisgah Inn

Scenes from Our Last Holy Hike to the
Summit of Bearwallow Mountain - April 12

On May 10, Holy Hikers will meet to hike across Big
Bald Ridge to Fryingpan Gap before ascending
Fryingpan Mountain, located 5,340 feet above sea
level. This hike should offer a variety of wildflowers.
In addition, the public is allowed to climb a portion of
a 70-foot lookout tower which offers a 360° view of
the Blue Ridge Mountains.

The 4.4-mile in-and-out hike is rated moderate and
involves an elevation gain of approximately 650 feet.
The steepest portion is located on a logging road that
leads to the tower. (Don’t worry, we will take this
climb at a slow pace!) There is no need for any special
hiking equipment, but a good pair of boots and hiking
poles always make a difference. The lookout tower
can be very windy,  so  pack   a   windbreaker  as  well 

as lunch and water. Dogs are allowed on this hike but
must remain on a leash.

In order to avoid afternoon thunder storms, our
summer hikes will begin in the morning. Please plan
to meet at 10am at the Pisgah Inn, located 38 miles
from St. John in the Wilderness (408 Blue Ridge
Parkway, Canton). Look for us in the parking lot 
 closest to the Blue Ridge Parkway. 

Please register for this hike by emailing Cynthia
Easterling (holyhikes@stjohnflatrock.org). More
information and driving directions from St. John are
available at www.stjohnflatrock.org/upcoming-hike.
See you on the trail!
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St. John in the Wilderness Welcomes Deacon Ian Williams and Family
We are so excited to announce that Deacon Ian
Williams has accepted the call to serve as our
Curate/Assisting Priest for the next three years.
Deacon Ian and his family come to us from Sewanee,
where Ian is currently finishing up his final term at
the School of Theology at the University of the South.
Ian is from Polk County and has a long history of lay
ministry in Western North Carolina, including
running our Diocesan summer camp, Camp Henry, for
five years and serving the homeless through Asheville
Buncombe Community Christian Ministries.

Ian is married to Sallie, who works at Sewanee in the
Career Center. They have a daughter named Nora (age
7) and a son named Greyson (age 5). Ian was ordained
to the diaconate last December by Bishop José. About
this new adventure in Christ, Ian said:

"Sallie, Nora, Greyson, and I are beyond excited to
become part of the community of St. John in the
Wilderness. The warmth and welcome we received
during our visit was proof that this was where we need
to be and that the people of St. John truly reflect the
love of Christ. I will graduate from seminary in May
and our plan is to move to the Hendersonville/Flat Rock
area in the early summer. I hope to be ordained to the
priesthood at St. John around that time. We feel called
by God to worship, learn, serve, and grow with all of
you.   Thank   you   for   bringing   our   family  into  this

community. We are always looking for good
restaurants, beautiful hikes, quality fishing spots, and
fun things to do, so if you have any suggestions, please
let us know! We also hope to share meals, hikes, laughs,
and hugs with everyone, and I look forward to getting
to know you all in the coming months."

Deacon Ian's start date is June 26, just in time for the
Feast of St. John. More information about him and his
family coming soon! We can't wait to welcome the
Williams family to our parish home as we anticipate
and live into God’s grace in the years ahead.

Deacon Ian, Sallie, Nora, and Greyson Williams

An Update from the Lay Reader
Ministry
After over 10 years of service to St. John in this
ministry, Susan MacDonald is retiring from
coordinating the lay readers. Assuming this role is
Mark Delk, who will take on the scheduling and
reporting responsibilities of the coordinator.

Additionally, Deacon Sandy has taken on the training
of lay readers and eucharistic ministers. This should
streamline the process after responsibility for these
two functions was separated a few years ago.

We are so grateful to Susan for her tenure as
coordinator and to Mark for stepping up to the plate.
Thank you, also, to all who participate in this
important worship ministry!
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Monday, June 20 - Friday, June 24 from 9am to 12pm
Wild Wonder: Creation Care Camp for Kids

With summer just around the corner, it is time to plan
activities that will keep our youth engaged and safe.
Wild Wonder: Creation Care Camp at St. John in the
Wilderness, does just that while encouraging
ecological awareness and habitat improvement. An
alternative to traditional Vacation Bible School, Wild
Wonder: Creation Care Camp is free of charge to all
children ages 4 through 10. 

Campers will study nature through science
experiments, crafts, games, and conservation activities
as they learn about the wild, wonderful world God
created. Guided by Mary Anne Inglis, who leads St.
John’s young family ministry, the hands-on experience
includes activities like soil painting, strawberry DNA
extraction, owl pellet dissection, and more. Of the
program, Mary Anne said,

“We hope to foster and support a sense of curiosity in
science while also inviting children to build connections
between the world around them and our God who
created it. With daily activities such as songs,
devotions, and nature study, this program points to the
wildly wonderful world God made and helps children
see that they too are beloved creations.” 

Sign up for Wild Wonder: Creation
Care Camp today by visiting
www.bit.ly/WildWonder2022 or by
scanning the QR code with your
mobile device camera.

Sandy Harris
Dottie Dalzell
Sally Books
Lauren Kanipe
Bonni Spry
Margaret Pharr
Wilder Stephens
Elaine Hull
Joseph Rome

13
13
13
14
15
16
17
17
17

Charles LeGault
Joanie Covell
Sandy Rex
David Delk
Gordon Smith
Suess Gunter
Jennifer Hudgens
Jim Thaxton
John Ogletree

18
20
22
24
24
24
25
26
26

M A Y  B I R T H D A Y S

28
30
31
31

Lois Karcher
Anne McCormick
Beverly Creely
Virginia Dekker

Don't see your birthday here? That means we don't have a record of it!
Please email Sarah at officeadmin@stjohnflatrock.org to update your information.

Jim Olson
Mary Pharr
Peg Van Bergen
Kathy Limmiatis
Jerry Tanner
Danielle Pharr
Joey Saltz
Ann Kanipe
Eduard Wiescholek

1
1
2
6
7
8
9

11
12



January 2022

1) The Veneration
     of the Cross
2) Stations of the
     Cross - it takes
     teamwork.
3) Swinging into 
     spring!
4) Fr. Josh and 
     Bettie Orr
5) Cora 
     Fitzpatrick

Scenes from
Holy Week and

Easter

All those who worshiped with us on Palm Sunday,
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter
Sunday.
Dewitt Tipton and our choir for their beautiful
music.
Eduard and Lynn Wiescholek and Joey Popp for
working together to stream our services and
publicize our events.
Our Altar Guild, chaired by Kathy Newbold and
Cathryn Harrell, and made possible by so many
capable helpers.
Our Flower Guild, chaired by Bay Chamberlain
and assisted by many – the Easter arrangements
were breathtaking!
Our Passion Readers: Candace Lewis, Mark Delk,
Lori Griswold, Deacon Sandy Rex, Dick Zecher, and
Susan MacDonald.
Ginger and Herb Quarles for baking bread for
Maundy Thursday.
Deacon Sandy Rex, Fr. Stephen Askew, and Mtr.
Patricia Askew for all of their help with liturgies
and pastoral care.
Our ushers, greeters, and cart drivers for offering
a warm welcome and keeping up nicely during
special services.
Our lay readers and acolytes for being there every
step of the way.
Mary Anne Inglis for hosting our Easter Egg Hunt.
Sarah Yeargin for a million bulletin drafts and
keeping so many details organized.
Kevin Hunt for quietly and capably making a huge
difference each day.

Dear Friends in Christ at St. John in the Wilderness,

On the afternoon of Easter Sunday, I was compelled to
pause and thank God for such a rich Holy Week and
Easter with you. I was overwhelmed with gratitude for
God's goodness to us as a church that was exemplified
by how we came together to celebrate these rich and
beautiful liturgies together. Thank you for making
Holy Week possible through your participation in
your various ministries and your attendance at these
sacred services. I am especially grateful for:

5

4
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A Special Word of Thanks Please forgive me if I failed to mention your name, but
know that I am grateful for everyone sharing in this
journey through Holy Week. Thank yourself and one
another for coming together in such a powerful way. I
certainly thank God for St. John in the Wilderness. It is
a special privilege to be the Church with you at this
time of year.

A blessed and joyful Eastertide to you,
Fr. Josh+

1

2

3

Special Good Friday & Easter Offering Results
$508

to the Episcopal
Church in Jerusalem

$4,360
to the Moldova World

Children's Fund

Thank you!
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Tuesday Night Gathering to Return
This Spring
Tuesday, May 17, at 5:30pm in the Wilderness Room

Tuesday Night Gatherers:
now that you’ve sprung
forward, mark your
calendars for another
seasonal highlight! Our
first  session  of  2022  will

Lights, Camera, Action!
A Technical Opportunity to Serve Your Church

God and St. John in the Wilderness, this is your time to
shine!

The pay grade is simple: $0.00/hour. Benefits are
great: the joy of serving through the camera's lens. No
age limits or prior experience necessary. Live
streaming has previously been done at the 8:45
service, but we will shift to the 11:00 service in May.

For more details, please contact Eduard or Lynn
Wiescholek (407-738-9887). Thank you! Danke schön! 

The team that captures
worship services for
Facebook and YouTube
has space for additional
technicians. If you
would like to be "hired,"
trained, and rotated into
an  opportunity  to serve

be on May 17 at 5:30pm in the Wilderness Room.
(Given how late Easter Sunday falls in 2022, we’re
starting before Pentecost this year.) This season, our
very timely subject is “A History of Eastern Europe.”

For those not familiar with our format: we share a
potluck dinner prior to watching a Great Courses
video from our chosen course. We then discuss what
we’ve learned. Great Courses lecturers have been
chosen not just for their knowledge, but for their
excellent presentation style. It’s informative, it’s fun,
and the food is always terrific. If you’ve not been
before, do give us a try. 

Questions? Call or email Polly Morrice (713-206-1036;
pamorrice@att.net).

1) Colorful bowls made by local children.
2) Pork, white bean, and corn soup donated by Campfire Grill.
3) Lining up to pick out bowls.
4) A full house for the 12:30 seating!

1 2

3 4

Scenes from Empty Bowls

This year's record-breaking Empty Bowls raised $17,245!
More information about the event will come to you in the June newsletter.

Thank you to all who volunteered, attended, and contributed!



Our Mission Statement
 

To know and love God as He is revealed to us in Jesus Christ, to bring others
to His saving love, and to serve the world in His name.

828-693-9783
www.stjohnflatrock.org

officeadmin@stjohnflatrock.org

Sunday
8:45am - Rite II Eucharist (in person)
11:00am - Rite II Eucharist (in person & live-streamed)

Monday through Thursday
9:00am - Morning Prayer (live-streamed on Facebook)

Wednesday
10:30am - Healing Service in the Wilderness Room
4:30pm - Evening Prayer in the Atrium Chapel

WORSHIP SCHEDULEThe Rev. Josh Stephens
Rector

 

The Rev. Dn. Charles Rex
Deacon

 

Sarah Yeargin
Director of Parish Communication

& Administration
 

Stacy Knapp
Parish Financial Assistant

 

Dewitt Tipton
Organist and Director of Music

 

Kevin Hunt
Sexton 

The Episcopal Church of
St. John in the Wilderness

Vestry
Jennifer Shelton

Senior Warden
 

Gibson Sims
Junior Warden

 

Tom Griswold
Treasurer

 

Margaret Barker
Clerk 

 Dick Zecher, John Barker, Elizabeth
Christenbury, Lynn Wiescholek, E.R.

Haire, Jr., Clint Adams, Will Rodriguez,
Marisa Pharr, Kim Sanders


