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From the Rector's Desk

Our Summer Scholar-in-Residence, The Rev. Dr. Rob MacSwain, arrives on July 3
and comes asking the question: “How do we know that God exists?”
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This question might seem like an odd one coming
from a scholar-priest, but I do not think it odd as
much as honest. Any religious person – including a
deeply faithful and devout follower – travels through
periods of incredible doubt, uncertainty, and even
denial. At some point in our journey, we struggle to
feel God’s presence as we once did, or we find
ourselves asking tough questions of the soul.
Dr. MacSwain, the Associate Professor of Theology at
The Rev. Dr. Rob MacSwain
the School of Theology at Sewanee: The University of
the South, has wrestled with this question deeply. His research of late has centered
around an argument for God’s existence that was explored by The Rev. Austin Farrer,
an Anglican priest and theologian who died in 1968. Rev. Farrer argued that “the saint is
our evidence.” In other words, he believes that holy people living holy lives testify to
God’s existence.

I know in my life – and I would imagine this is true in your life, also – I have had the gift
of spending time with people who seemed to be moving through life differently than the
rest of us. There is perhaps no greater evidence to God’s existence than people such as
these. The transformed life speaks of a God who showers the world with grace and love.
This July, I invite you to spend the month with Dr. MacSwain. He is traveling from
Sewanee to be here with you as we reflect together on our theology of sainthood, the
communion of saints, and how God works through the saints for the good of the
Kingdom.
Dr. MacSwain will arrive on Sunday, July 3. You can see him at worship and meet him at
breakfast that day (please RSVP for breakfast!). He will be leading Sunday morning
sessions at 10am in the Wilderness Room on July 10, 17, 24, and 31. We will also meet on
Thursday evenings on July 7, 14, 21, and 28 in the Wilderness Room for “Saintly Hors
D'oeuvres” starting at 5pm. Come for a glass of wine or a refreshment and bring hors
d'oeuvres to share from 5:00-5:30pm. Then we’ll sit for a theological chat from 5:306:00pm, at which point you can depart for supper or stick around for a brief questionand-answer
time.
Learn
more
and
see
the
entire
schedule
at
www.stjohnflatrock.org/summer-scholar.
Join me in welcoming Dr. MacSwain to St. John in the Wilderness!
~ Fr. Josh+
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Sustainability Movement at St. John
As we praise God for the many gifts he has given us,
we are reminded of our responsibility to care for
them all. The earth is ours, freely given. We are
called to keep it vibrant and well preserved for
generations to come.

As you gather on our
beautiful church campus,
,
please be mindful of the
opportunities we have to be
good stewards of God’s world.
Using the dishes, glasses, and
utensils in our church
kitchens rather than paper
and plastic products during
gatherings involving food is
one way to show our respect
and appreciation for the earth. Other opportunities
include keeping exterior doors closed, turning off
lights in rooms as you leave, and placing recyclable
items in appropriate containers.
The Sustainability Subcommittee of the Vestry is
brainstorming other opportunities we can explore
and put into practice, such as the Medical
Equipment Loan Program. Please join our efforts as
we glorify God by handling his gift of the earth with
tender, loving care.
Medical Equipment Loan Program
The Sustainability Subcommittee is working to put
together a list of medical equipment that members
of St. John no longer need on a continual basis. This
includes items such as crutches, foot/ankle braces or
boots, knee/leg braces, walkers/canes, wheelchairs,
icing machines, etc. If you have any of these items
that you would be willing to lend to a member in
need, please reach out to Sarah in the Parish Office
or Clint Adams, who is on this subcommittee
(cnav70@gmail.com, 425-478-2987).

Churchyard Tours to Return This July
Third Saturdays at 11am | Sign-Up Required
Tours of the historic church and churchyard of St.
John in the Wilderness will start back up this
summer, with the first being on Saturday, July 16.
Tours are free of charge, begin at 11am, and are
limited to 30 people. Please wear comfortable shoes
and meet at the Carriage Entrance of the church.
More information and sign-up at bit.ly/SJWTours.
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Parish Breakfast

Sunday, July 3, from 9:00 until 10:30am
Join us for a Parish Breakfast
hosted by the Chefs of St. John
who will serve bacon, sausage,
eggs, grits, gravy, fruit salad,
potatoes, biscuits, French toast,
and juice/coffee/tea. There is
no cost for this breakfast, but donations are welcome
and appreciated. Please sign up by Wednesday, June 29,
to aid in planning: bit.ly/BreakfastJuly2022.

Readers in the Wilderness

First Fridays at 10am in the Library
July 1: The Gift of Rain
by Tan Twan Eng
Set in Penang, 1939, this book
presents a story of betrayal,
barbaric
cruelty,
steadfast
courage, and enduring love. The
recipient
of
extraordinary
acclaim from critics and the
bookselling community, Tan
Twan Eng's debut novel casts a
powerful spell. Set during the
tumult of World War II, on the lush Malayan island of
Penang, The Gift of Rain tells a riveting and poignant
tale about a young man caught in the tangle of wartime
loyalties and deceits.
August 6: The Reading List
by Sara Nishi Adams
An unforgettable and heartwarming debut about how a
chance encounter with a list of
library books helps forge an
unlikely friendship between two
very different people in a
London
suburb….an
aging
widower and a 17-year-old girl
working in a library.

Help Wanted: Altar Guild for
Wednesday Healing Eucharist

The Healing Service is in need of additional Altar Guild
members to assist in setting up for the 10:30am
Eucharist on Wednesdays. You do not need to be a
current Altar Guild member to sign up! Please consider
taking part in this easy way to serve at this meaningful
service. Sign-up at bit.ly/HealingEuch.

July 2022
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Scenes from Our Last Holy Hike: An
Urban Walk in Laurel Park
June 14, 2022

Join Us On Our Next Hike:
A Walk-Around-the-Lake at Kanuga
Tuesday, July 12, at 10am

We don't always allow the hike to go on in
inclement weather, but last month we pulled
out our umbrellas and jackets and had a great
time in the rain!

The July Holy Hike at Kanuga Conference Center, Retreat, and
Camp Center will include a walk around the lake and morning
prayer, followed by a buffet-style lunch in the dining hall. Dogs
are allowed on this hike as long as they are kept on a leash.
(Dogs are not allowed inside the dining hall, and it will to be too
hot to leave pups in the car, so please plan accordingly.) No
special gear is required, but as always, a good pair of hiking
shoes can make all the difference!
Please sign up for this hike by Monday, July 5, especially if
you plan to stay for lunch. Register by emailing Cynthia at
holyhikes@stjohnflatrock.org, making sure to note whether you
plan to stay for lunch. If you are planning to stay for lunch,
please also let Cynthia know of any dietary needs. We hope to
see you there!

July 2022
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JULY
BIRTHDAYS
6
7
10
10
10
12
12
13
13
13
14
16
16
16
16
18
19
19
23
27
27
27
28
28
28
29
29
30
30
31
31
31
31

Kira Dillin
Meg Holt
Marti Smith
Larry Smith
Gaston Motes
Sallie White
Mike Lee
Chuck Johnson
CC Blackburn
Sarah Green
Ned Curtis
Margaret Mellott
Kitty Olson
James Hodge
Tom Griswold
Joyce Beschta
Dasha Morgan
Martin Johnson
Roslyn Fitzpatrick
Jeannie Gooch
Margaret Robinson
Cynthia Rome
Joe Giltner
Nathan Dees
Brogan Dillin
Worth Gordon
Patrice German
Edgar Ham
Joey Popp
Edward Eriksen
Pete Petersen
Linda Roberts
Brenna Garber

Don't see your birthday
here? That means we
don't have a record of it!
Please email Sarah at
officeadmin@
stjohnflatrock.org
to update your
information.

The Open Communion Debate

A Topic of Discussion at the 80th General Convention

The 80th General Convention of the Episcopal Church meets this year in July. Among
the many topics to be discussed is the subject of open Communion, or allowing
anyone to receive the Eucharist regardless of their baptismal status. The discussion
has reignited recently after the Diocese of Northern California's introduction of
Resolution #C028, which requests that the 80th General Convention repeal Canon
I.17.7 of the Constitutions and Canons of the Episcopal Church: "No unbaptized
person shall be eligible to receive Holy Communion in this Church."
In response to the resolution, the Rev. Dr. Rob MacSwain. St. John's Summer
Scholar-in-Residence, drafted a statement to voice the perspective of himself and the
22 signers of the statement. The statement is below for your consideration.

Dear Bishop Klusmeyer, Bishop Lee, Dr. Meyers, and Canon Simmonds Ballentine,
Greetings on this Feast of the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary. I hope this
finds all of you safe and well.
On behalf of the 22 scholars who endorse the attached consensus statement, I am
writing to you in your respective capacities as the Chairs of the House of Bishops
or House of Deputies Committees on Constitution and Canons or Prayer Book,
Liturgy and Music, asking that you share this statement with your constitutive
members for their consideration. Please note that this statement, which we are
also making public, comes only from its signatories in their personal capacity as
scholars serving The Episcopal Church in various ways, and not as
representatives of our respective institutions.
While the precipitating cause of the statement is the proposed resolution C028 for
General Convention to eliminate Canon I.17.7, our concern is broader than that.
The statement speaks for itself, but it arises from the more pervasive sense that
something has gone amiss in our collective sacramental theology when (1)
Baptism is regarded by many as a barrier to participation in the Church; (2) the
essential relationship between Baptism and Eucharist is ignored or forgotten; and
(3) the Eucharist is regarded exclusively as a “meal” on a “table” and not also a
“sacrifice” on an “altar.” Regardless of the fate of Canon I.17.7 either this summer
or later, The Episcopal Church must reaffirm its commitment to Baptism as the
foundational sacrament through which we become members of the Body of Christ
and share in the life of grace; to the Eucharist as the repeatable element of the
baptismal rite of initiation; and to an understanding of the Eucharist that holds
together the equally necessary emphases of meal/table and sacrifice/altar. To let
go of any of these three commitments is to relinquish our distinctively Anglican
sacramental theology and baptismal ecclesiology as articulated in The Book of
Common Prayer, many internal statements, and ecumenical dialogues.
Respectfully submitted on behalf of the signatories,
The Rev. Dr. Robert MacSwain
Associate Professor of Theology, The School of Theology
The University of the South, Sewanee, TN 37383
Read the Statement

July 2022
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Consensus Statement on Baptism and Eucharist in The Episcopal Church

Holy Baptism is the sacramental foundation of our
common life with God and one another.
Freely offered to all humanity, Baptism is the
fountain from which the other sacraments flow, that
which joins us to Christ and enables us to share in the
divine life of the Holy and Blessed Trinity. This
condition is not a natural human birthright but a gift
of supernatural grace. Holy Baptism is what makes
the Church the Church and therefore what enables us
to participate in all other Christian sacraments or
sacramental rites, such as the Eucharist.
According to The Book of Common Prayer (1979), the
Eucharist is not only a holy “meal” served from a
“table,” it is also a sacramental “sacrifice” offered on
an “altar.” These descriptions are not opposed but
complementary, and both emphases must be
maintained. More specifically, according to our
“Commentary on Eucharistic Sharing,” approved by
General Convention and found in The Episcopal
Church’s Handbook for Ecumenism, “The Holy
Communion is a sacramental event in the life of God’s
people. It is a special offering of thanksgiving by those
who are united by a common faith, responsive to the
Word proclaimed in their midst and recalling in
Eucharistic Liturgy the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, their
common Lord.
It is a sacrament of unity for God’s people, as it is the
divine presence of the one and undivided Lord, and
serves to bind into a common body those whose
differences He has reconciled.”

Unlike Baptism, Holy Eucharist is therefore not
intended for “all people” without exception, but is
rather for “God’s people” understood above as a
common body united by a common faith. To require
such corporate faith as confessed in the Baptismal
Covenant is not exclusive or inhospitable but simply
what it means to receive Communion in this Church.
Indeed, according to our “Commentary on Eucharistic
Sharing,” in addition to being baptized, those who
receive the Eucharist in The Episcopal Church must
“examine their lives, repent of their sins, and be in
love and charity with all people” and “shall approach
the Holy Communion as an expression of the Real
Presence of Jesus Christ whose sacrifice once upon
the cross was sufficient for all humankind.” There are
thus specific moral and theological commitments
both expected in and expressed by the act of
reception. Finally, in liturgical terms, the Eucharist is
understood to be the repeatable culmination of the
baptismal rite of initiation, in which those who
receive the elements publicly reaffirm their baptism,
as the post-communion prayers clearly indicate.
These are the basic sacramental convictions of The
Episcopal Church, and however the canons express
them they need to be acknowledged as such.

To learn more about Resolution #C028 and the
response, we suggest following the
Episcopal News Service's coverage at
www.episcopalnewsservice.org.

What's This Lambeth Conference I Keep Hearing About?
4
noticed that over the past few weeks A Prayer for Those Gathering at the 2022 Lambeth

You may have
during the Prayers of the People, we have prayed for
Bishop José and all the bishops as they gather at
Canterbury for the Lambeth Conference this summer.
Convened approximately every 10 years, the Lambeth
Conference is a time for bishops to gather for prayer
and reflection, fellowship, and dialogue on church
and world affairs.

For many of the bishops attending, this is a rare
opportunity to meet with their peers from around the
world, as they share their experiences in ministry.
Over 600 bishops and their spouses will attend the
conference, representing Anglican communities in
165 countries. The 2022 theme is ‘God’s Church for
God’s World.'

Conference
Gracious God, we thank you that in Jesus you
reconcile the world and all who are in it to
yourself. Touch the hearts of those attending the
Lambeth Conference to extend your peace to all,
and to work for the reconciliation of all creation.
Bless them with grace and love as they connect
with one another and with you. May your spirit of
peace hover over their conversations and their
resting times, and may your gracious will be done
in the life of the Anglican Communion and in the
whole of your precious world. In the name of Jesus
Christ, our Prince of Peace. Amen.

July 2022
January 2022

6

What a Wildly Wonderful World, God!

Scenes from Wild Wonder: Creation Care Camp for Kids, June 20 - 24

The June Altar Flowers are given in loving memory of:
July 3

July 10

July 17

July 24

Charles Neff, Jr.
by Marjorie Neff and
family

Tom Darnall
by his wife, Betsy

Charles (Chip)
Hunter Laughton
by his family

OPEN

AND

Rose and Walter
Montgomery
by Betty and Walter
Montgomery

Knight M. Fee
by Sally Books
AND
Frances Ravenel
Grimball MacLean
by Katherine Bart

AND

AND
Marshall Spry
by Bonni and Jim Spry

AND
In loving memory of
and for the blessing
of our children and
grandchildren
by Robin and Elaine
Howe

July 17
Joseph Maybank III,
Jane H. Pelzer King,
George Kirkwood
King, Alicia Rhett
Rudolph, and Emmy
McIntire
by their family

July 2022
January 2022
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Celebrating 100 Years of the
Episcopal Diocese of WNC
Members, staff, and clergy of St. John in the
Wilderness were among those who gathered to break
bread at the Hendersonville Deanery Dinner in
celebration of the Episcopal Diocese of Western North
Carolina’s centennial year. A group of musicians from
Calvary Episcopal in Fletcher set the mood as people
from churches across the deanery mingled and
enjoyed the outstanding views of God’s creation from
Point Lookout Vineyard.
After dinner, we watched a video showing the
Diocese’s history, present, and plans for the future,
and Bishop José unveiled the new Diocesan seal
(pictured), one that is more representative of who we
are. The mountain background has been changed to
reflect the blue hues in the mountains that surround
us. The hand holding the cross has been changed to a
wooden cross, honoring the trees that blanket this
area in shade, and the holy cross at the bottom of the
shield is now included in a dogwood bloom, the state
flower of North Carolina. The new shield has been
about two years in the making, and the Diocese is
pleased to finally unveil it to carry us through the
next hundred years.

From left: Al and Sandee Ragl, Mary Stroman, Fr. Josh
Stephens, Deacon Sandy and Susan Rex,
Sarah Yeargin, and Lauri SoJourner

Summer Fellowship Meals:
There's Still Time to Sign Up!

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us!
Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia!

Summer Fellowship at Fr. Josh and Rosanna's house.
From left: Fr. Josh Stephens, Katja Edgar, Debbie (Vickie's
sister), Vickie and Bill Taylor, Rosanna Couture, Patrice
German, Arlo Stephens, Suess and Jeff Gunter

Summer Fellowship at the Sims' house.
From left: Gibson Sims, Elaine Harris, Catherine Popp, Scott
Shelton, Carol Sims, Sandy Harris (Not pictured: Joey Popp)

If you read the Gospels carefully, you might notice
how often Jesus and his ministry revolve around food.
For us today, our lives revolve around the Eucharistic
feast. Indeed, for us as a church, Christ is the feast; he
is ours to keep and to celebrate. Jesus always shows
up when we eat together.
In recent months and years, we have come to value
our relationships with one another in Christ very
deeply as we reconnect in worship and fellowship.
The Vestry and Rector would like to invite you,
therefore, to keep the feast with us by signing up for a
fellowship meal as a chance to connect more with
each other. These meals will happen in various
homes, at St. John, or even in restaurants.
Head to bit.ly/SJWSummerDinners to select a date that
works for you, and a host will contact you to arrange
the details.

The Episcopal Church of
St. John in the Wilderness
The Rev. Josh Stephens
Rector

The Rev. Ian Williams
Curate

The Rev. Dea. Charles Rex
Deacon

Sarah Yeargin
Director of Parish Communication
& Administration

Stacy Knapp
Parish Financial Assistant

Dewitt Tipton
Organist and Director of Music

Kevin Hunt
Sexton

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday
8:45am - Rite II Eucharist (in person)
11:00am - Rite II Eucharist (in person)
*Services are live-streamed to Facebook on a rotating schedule

Monday through Thursday
9:00am - Morning Prayer (live-streamed on Facebook)
Wednesday
10:30am - Healing Service in the Wilderness Room
4:30pm - Evening Prayer in the Atrium Chapel

Vestry
Jennifer Shelton
Senior Warden

Gibson Sims
Junior Warden

Tom Griswold
Treasurer

Margaret Barker

Our Mission Statement
To know and love God as He is revealed to us in Jesus Christ, to bring others
to His saving love, and to serve the world in His name.

Clerk
Dick Zecher, John Barker, Elizabeth
Christenbury, Lynn Wiescholek, E.R.
Haire, Jr., Clint Adams, Will Rodriguez,
Marisa Pharr, Kim Sanders

828-693-9783
www.stjohnflatrock.org
officeadmin@stjohnflatrock.org

