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From the Rector's Desk

Celebrating a Parish Hall We Truly Own

Deadline for The
Voice is the 15th of
each month.
Email submissions to:
officeadmin@
stjohnsflatrock.org
or deliver them to the
church office.

If you were not in worship with us on October 17, you may have missed this
special announcement: the Parish Hall loan has been entirely paid off, and St.
John in the Wilderness is now debt free! Just a few years ago, we held a
$200,000 loan with 15 years to pay it off. This month, we received a large gift
from Dr. Henry and Catherine Mills who joyfully wanted to retire our debt.
Our Parish Hall is a remarkable
building that serves us well in so
many ways. I am amazed at the
vision, generosity, and execution of
this entire project. I regularly get to
walk visitors through it and
experience their reactions upon
entering the kitchen, fellowship
space, and conference room. The
photo here is a favorite of mine
because it’s hard for me to imagine
the property as I never saw it and
the careful work that went into
erecting the structure. Well done, St.
John in the Wilderness! Well done,
indeed!
From the Vestry and me, we would like to thank the entire congregation for
sharing in this effort to pay off the loan early. We thank people like Linda Farrell,
Betsy Tibbs, Marti Smith, Emilee Cantieri and Gerald Liedl, Bill Howes, and Nancy
Cooper for sending along special donations (and I'm sure there are others), but
this is truly a shared success. For example, in 2020 you continued to give to St.
John during a year of uncertainty. With reduced operating costs due to the
pandemic, we had a surplus at the end of the year and the Vestry designated
$40,000 towards the loan, bringing the balance down substantially. All of St. John,
therefore, has contributed in one way or another, whether it was initially
committing to the project, sending in extra funds towards the loan, or cooking
breakfast for hungry parishioners in a beautiful space. It is your support that has
made this possible and we are so very thankful.
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All Saints’ Sunday Services to Celebrate our Newest saints
November 7
All Saints’ Day is one of the seven Principal Feasts of the Church (see the BCP, pg 15). It is a celebration of Christians who
have been exemplars of the faith, often sacrificing their lives in service to Christ and his Church. This feast falls on
November 1 each year, but it may be transferred to the following Sunday. November 2 is traditionally known as All
Souls’ Day as it recognizes those with more ordinary walks of faith who have won their rest.
I like to think of these feasts as a way of remembering our “Saints,” with a capital “S,” and the lower-case “saints” that
have always made up the Church over the ages. Indeed, when St. Paul wrote letters to various churches that he had
founded, he often addressed them like at the beginning of his letter to the Romans, “To all God’s beloved in Rome, who
are called to be saints….” Saints of both kinds -- in fellowship with each other and Christ -- make up the Church, and they
share in our life together in more ways than we can know.
This year, on All Saints’ Sunday, we will take a moment to recognize the new “saints” among us -- those who have joined
St. John this year and have not been recognized before. Please join me in welcoming them and inviting them to share
richly in our fellowship of faith. Together we are made more saintly by God’s love for us and time with one another.
Please welcome these new saints to The Wilderness!

The Revs. Stephen & Patricia Askew

Mark & Jill Owen

Jim Wagner

Jason Blackwell & Athena Brooks

Pierre “Piff” Piffarerio

Mary Stroman

Len & Susan Conapinski

George Grzenda & BJ McKee

Doug & Laura Thiel

Jerry & Meg Holt

The Lee Family (Bess, Mike, Faith, Channing, and Knowlton)

William “Bill” Logan

Harry & Janelle Walker

Service for All Faithful Departed

Readers in the Wilderness

November 2 at 3:00 PM

First Fridays at 10:00 AM

Each year the Feast of All Saints falls on November 1
followed by the Commemoration of All Faithful Departed
(or All Souls) on November 2. Last year we began a
tradition of gathering for a solemn yet celebratory
Eucharist on All Souls’ Day. Please join us again for this
beautiful occasion. If the weather allows, we will have the
service outside of the Carriage Entrance so we might be
closer to our faithful departed in the churchyard. If the
weather does not allow us to be outside, then we will host
the service in the church.

Readers in the Wilderness meets on the first Friday
of every month at 10:00 in the Library.

This service traditionally includes the reading of the
names of those who are a part of the church community
and have gone to be with God in the prior year. Please
contact the office if you would like to add a name to be
read during the service. You may add a name even if they
died in a prior year. Please include the year of their death,
also.
We invite the whole parish as well as neighbors and
friends to share in this feast together. If you know
someone who is grieving, then please invite them to the
service and ask if you can add a name for them to our list.

November 5th: Pachinko by Min Jin Lee
Pachinko is an epic historical
fiction novel following a Korean
family who eventually immigrates
to Japan. The character-driven tale
features a large ensemble of
characters who become subjected
to issues of racism and stereotypes,
among other events with historical
origins in the 20th-century Korean
experiences with Japan.

December 3rd: The Last Thing He Told Me
by Laura Dave
A gripping mystery about a woman who thinks she
found the love of her life—until he disappears. With
its breakneck pacing, dizzying plot twists, this
evocative family drama is certain to shock with its
final, heartbreaking turn.
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Update from Stewardship 2022
Where Tradition Meets Tomorrow
The generosity of the people of St. John in the Wilderness comes in
large and small ways, but it’s always inspiring and transformative.
On October 3, we held a stewardship procession in our worship
services that celebrated the many ministries that we share in as
citizens of God’s kingdom here at St. John. On October 10, we hosted
the official Ingathering and Blessing of the Pledges during our
worship services. We took a moment to ask God’s blessing on all of
the gifts we are bringing to make our life together possible. Our goal
is 170 pledges.
As of October 10, we had received 124 pledges, which is ahead of
where we were last year. Thank you for your support of this parish
and especially for pledging. It allows us to plan strategically in
mission and ministry for the years ahead. Pledges can be made at
stjohnflatrock.org/pledge. Thank you again!

Summer Sunday Coffee Hours
A Quiet Ministry Serving the Entire Congregation
The “quiet ministries” at SJIW are an important part of making our church special; one such ministry is the muchenjoyed coffee hour after services from May through September. As you know, coffee time is an informal opportunity
for the fellowship we all enjoy – and it is also an important way we as a Church and as individuals connect with visitors,
new members, and our parish family.Many of you enjoyed coffee and goodies thanks to those who graciously
volunteered their time and talents to buy, set up and serve us:
Anita and Hal Reid, Anna Kinsey, Athena Brooks and Jason Blackwell, Bettie Orr and Sandy Gulbrandson, Brenda Hillyer,
Dottie Dalzell and Debby Staton, Elaine and Sandy Harris, Elizabeth and David Christenbury, Gib and Carol Sims, Jan and
Jerry Tanner, Joannie Covell, Karen Conley, Kim and Marlin Sanders, Kristi, John and Jade Ogletree, LaVerne and Bill Hiatt,
Linda and Joe Giltner, Mary McCarty, Nancy and Chuck King, Patrice and Gary German, Polly Morice and Scott Bell, Ruth
and Dale Kern, Sandra Jeffery and Catherine Harrell, Terry Enslen, The Pharr family, and Vickie and Bill Taylor

November Altar Flowers
are given in loving memory of:
November 7

November 21

Fran and Jim MacDonald
by Susan, James, and
Inna MacDonald

R. I’On Lowndes and
Elizabeth Plumb Lowndes,
and Richard I. Lowndes III
by Their Families

My father and mother,
Brian and Gladys McCarty
by Mary Alice McCarty

Bill and Majary Taylor
by Bill and Vickie Taylor

November 14

November 28

Zelda Drayton Grimke Roberts,
Alice Lowndes Andrews, and
William Parker Andrews
by Their family

all past volunteers who
have served in our Parish in
all Ministries

Flower Memorials

It is important that all Flower Memorial donors,
new and existing, contact Gaston Motes at
gtmotes01@gmail.com to verify and update
their information. Please include donor name,
address, phone number, email address and
memorial information in your email.
Any changes or new memorials must be made
at least four weeks in advance to be included in
The Voice.
The suggested amount for flower memorial
donations is $80.
Payments should be made directly to the
Church:
PO Box 185
Flat Rock, NC 28731
Please write "Flower Memorial"on your check.
Updating your information is very important so
we can honor your loved ones properly. Thank
you for your continued Support for this
Ministry.

St. Francis Day Celebration
On October 4, about 50 people gathered in the Parish Hall parking lot with
their furry friends for a special service in honor of St. Francis of Assisi. Out
of the 50, the majority of attendees were visitors who heard about the
service from our communications committee, friends, or the signs Fr. Josh
put out the week before. The animals were well-behaved, including a very
friendly pony led by five-year-old parishioner, Joey Saltz. It was a
wonderful, joyous service!

The Fall Fellowship Festival
at Falling Creek Camp
We had a beautiful Sunday afternoon on October 10 to gather as a parish at
Falling Creek Camp, one of the most gorgeous sites in all the land. The
occasion was to celebrate the gift of one another and this church home that
we treasure. October 10 was our Ingathering Sunday for Where Tradition
Meets Tomorrow. The Festival included Low-Country Boil (in honor of our
Charlestonian roots), BBQ, face-painting, live music, and games. We had a
wonderful time! Thanks especially to the Pharr Family and the Falling
Creek staff for hosting us, the Chef’s of St. John and Stewardship Committee
for organizing and serving, Amelia and Kip Linsey with Budy Finch
Catering for the food, and everyone who came out to celebrate. We can’t
wait until next year!
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From the Junior Warden’s Tool Belt
There are several ongoing projects I would like to let you
know about.
First, we are well into long overdue repairs and updating of
our large “shed.” Gibson Sims volunteered to spearhead this
project. The shed is used by several of our missions and
programs for storage. The primary use has been by the ECW
for storing and prepping items for sale in their Bazaar.
Over the years with inadequate heating and cooling, roof leaks, no ventilation of
the crawl space, and lack of care, mildew and mold developed. The project began
by cleaning out years of accumulated “stuff” from the crawl space and replacing
the plastic moisture barrier.
Vents will be cut to allow for cross ventilation in the space. Next the encroaching vegetation was cleared, and
again years of accumulated “stuff” around the building was cleared away. The ceiling tiles and insulation were
removed next and new insulation has been installed. A new sheet rock ceiling is being installed. New LED
lighting has been installed inside and outside. The old flooring has been removed and a new floor is being
installed. The front and back porches have been repaired and a ramp is being built up to the front porch for
easier access to the building. Rotted and damaged siding has been replaced/repaired and painting of the
exterior and ceiling will be done shortly. To help prevent future moisture problems and for the comfort of those
using the building, a Mitsubishi heating/air conditioning and dehumidifier unit is being installed. The last part
of this project will be installing new shelving. With ongoing care this should give us many years of a multi-use
facility.
We have also experienced moisture problems in the new Parish Hall. There has been serious buckling of some
of the floor boards. Two contractors have examined the problem, including the contractor who built the
building. Both determined the problem stems from moisture accumulation in the unvented crawl space.
Fortunately, our building contractor has agreed to make all repairs, including replacing the floor boards,
repairing several doors that are not operating properly and repairing several stress cracks.
We are in the process of obtaining bids for a dehumidifier system for the crawl space. The dehumidifier was
recommended at the time of construction, but was not installed due to budget restraints. These repairs and
upgrades should be completed shortly.
Last, please join me in thanking Gibson Sims and Peter Fricke for installing the new fencing around the trash
containers outside of the Wilderness Room kitchen entrance and installing a new guard rail at that entrance.
These were two long overdue projects.
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6
8
8
9
11
12
12
12
14

Alice Wallace
Philip Green IV
Kelly Laughton
Sharon Frymire
Liza Phillips
Linda Sizemore
Pierre Piffarerio
Eleanor Flowers
Bill Farrell III
Channing Lee
Greg Newbold

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
14
16
17
17
17
17
19
20

Jan Taylor
Liesl Yelverton
Len Conapinski
Clint Adams
Maria Johnson
April Williams
Bill Taylor III
Gary German

22
23
23
24
24
25
27
27

Bernie Fox, Jr.
27
Betty Montgomery 27
Amanda Woodward27
Laura Thiel
28
Michelle Geiser
29
Chris Kanipe, Sr.
29
Edwina Burger
29
Richard Lockhart 30

Douglas Llewelyn
John Knapp
Elizabeth Johnston
Martha Jean Liberto
Jade Ogletree
Legare Head
Jerry Beschta
Bob Vickery
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Thank you from Leslie Stott
I don’t know how to even start thanking the people of St. John. Thank you for the overwhelmingly
generous monetary gift. Mike and I will surely put it to good use. Thank you for the loving care you
put into the beautifully decorated, bountiful, gracious reception. And most of all, thank you for the
precious memories you have given me and your kind good wishes as I start this next chapter of my
life. I will take you all with me in my heart, and I will cherish forever the wonderful friends I have
here at St. John in the Wilderness.

Books for Good
Holiday Sale November 26-27

Adolescent Parenting Program
Diapers and Formula Needed

United Thank Offering
$882 Donated

During the past year, the Episcopal
Church Women (ECW) has earned more
income from book, CD, and DVD sales at
Books for Good (BFG) than any of the
other 107 charities that BFG works with.
Since October 1, 2020, our total amounted
to $4,235 with another $527 going to the
Backpack Program. Congratulations!

As you all know, St. John in the
Wilderness has supported the
Adolescent Parenting Program
sponsored by Children and Family
Resource Center through our Angel
Tree and scholarship support. The
pandemic was difficult for them to
raise needed items, and they are
asking for donations of diapers (sizes
4, 5, 6). They have given out over
800,000 so their stock is depleted.
They also request formula: Gerber
Good Start (Orange or Purple cans);
Enfamil Neuropro (yellow can) or
Gentlease (purple can); Similac
Advanced (Blue Can) or Sensitive
(Orange Can) or Similac Proadvanced
or prosensitive (silver can). Check
your coupons when you shop and if
you can please throw a package of
diapers or some formula in your cart.
It will be greatly appreciated. If you
cannot shop but have coupons, please
leave them in the office for Carol
Rector and she will do the shopping.
Thank you for your continuing
support.

Our United Thank Offering
ingathering happened on
October 10 with our
Stewardship Ingathering. At
the time of this writing, you
have donated $882 towards
the UTO effort. Well done, St.
John in the Wilderness! All of
the United Thank Offering
proceeds go directly to
support missional efforts in
the Episcopal Church such as
building homes, sending
seminarians from
impoverished backgrounds
for training, and digging
wells.

BFG will hold its Annual Holiday Sale on
Friday and Saturday, November 26 and
27.
All of its 50,000 items will be discounted
25 percent. Sale hours are from 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. on Friday and 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on
Saturday.
Books for Good is located at 50 Heritage
Park Drive in Fletcher behind the Subway
at the intersection of Butler Bridge Road
and Highway 25 (Hendersonville Road).
The store is open weekdays (except
Tuesday) from 12 to 5 p.m. and Saturdays
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
For further information, contact Books
for Good at (828) 989-4655, or visit its
website, www.booksforgood.net. Come
visit this remarkable store!

The Episcopal Church of
St. John in the
Wilderness

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

The Rev. Josh Stephens
Rector

Sunday
8:45 a.m. Rite Two Eucharist (In-person and live
streamed)
11:00 a.m. Rite Two Eucharist (In-person)

The Rev. Dn. Charles Rex
Deacon

Stacy Knapp
Parish Financial Assistant

Dewitt Tipton
Organist and Director of Music

Kevin Hunt

Monday through Thursday
9:00 a.m. Online Morning Prayer (Live streamed)

Sexton

Mary Anne Inglis
Youth and Families Coordinator

Vestry
Jennifer Sheldon

Wednesday
10:30 a.m. Healing Service (In the Wilderness
Room)
4:30 p.m. Evening Prayer (In the Wilderness Room)

Senior Warden

Jerry Tanner
Junior Warden

Tom Griswald
Treasurer

Our Mission Statement

Margaret Barker
Clerk

E.R. Haire, Jr., Shelley
Schiro, Cynthia Easterling,
Terry Enslen, Marie
Hyder, Dick Zecher,
Gibson Sims, John Barker,
Elizabeth Christenbury,
Lynn Wiescholek
Vestry minutes are available
on the website:
www.stjohnflatrock.org

To know and love God as He is revealed to us
in Jesus Christ, to bring others to His saving
love, and to serve the world in His name.
1905 Greenville Highway

P.O. Box 185

www.stjohnflatrock.org

Flat Rock, NC 28731
officeadmin@stjohnflatrock.org

828-693-9783

