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THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF ST. JOHN IN THE WILDERNESS 
Est. 1836 | Flat Rock, North Carolina 

 
Mission Statement 

To know and love God as He is revealed to us in Jesus Christ, to bring others to His saving love, and to serve 
the world in His name. 

 



 
Welcome to St. John in the Wilderness 

We welcome you warmly to St. John in the Wilderness and invite you to share in our songs, 
prayers, and eucharistic feast. If you do not have a church family at this time, then we invite 
you to join in this fellowship of faith as we share life together as the Body of Christ. See the 

note to our visitors on the back inside cover for more information about receiving 
Communion and joining the church. 

 

Reminders for Worship 
● Children of all ages are most welcome in worship, and during the service they may enjoy 

the activity bags, which are in the Tower Entrance. Nursery care is available for children 
from infancy to pre-K across Rutledge Drive in our Parish House Education Building 
from 8:30am to 12:30pm on Sundays. Please use the crosswalk to get there! 

● After the 8:45 service, please join us for fellowship and breakfast in the Parish Hall. The 
Chefs of St. John are serving up French toast and lots of other delicious food during this 
monthly event, which is pay-what-you-please in July.  

● Please participate in the service by singing and praying with us. At the time of the Peace, 
please take a few moments to leave your pew and greet others in the name of our Lord. 

● A restroom is available near the front of the church and can be accessed through an 
exterior door. Please see an usher for directions.  

● You will find hand sanitizer in the pews and with the ushers. Please use it after the Peace 
and before receiving Communion. 

 
 
 

Weekly Wondering 
Each week this summer, we are sharing a prompt to help start conversations and forge 

connection. This week’s wondering is: 

Have you had an observance of Independence Day that was 
especially meaningful for you? 



Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

8:45 & 11:00am 

PRELUDE: Adagio, from Sonata 1 Felix Mendelssohn 

Welcome 

Prayer for Our Country BCP p. 820 

Almighty God, who hast given us this good land for our heritage: We humbly beseech thee 
that we may always prove ourselves a people mindful of thy favor and glad to do thy will. 
Bless our land with honorable industry, sound learning, and pure manners. Save us from 
violence, discord, and confusion; from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend 
our liberties, and fashion into one united people the multitudes brought hither out of many 
kindreds and tongues. Endue with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in thy Name we 
entrust the authority of government, that there may be justice and peace at home, and that, 
through obedience to thy law, we may show forth thy praise among the nations of the earth.  
In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness, and in the day of trouble, suffer 
not our trust in thee to fail; all which we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

HYMN:  #717  My country, ‘tis of thee America 

Announcements 

ENTRANCE HYMN:  #482  Lord of all hopefulness Slane 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 

Acclamation & Response BCP p. 355 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Celebrant may say 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 



GLORIA, from Celtic Mass Stefan Andre Waligur 
The congregation sings the refrain as indicated, and a cantor sings the verses. 

 
1. Lord God heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you 

thanks. We praise you for your glory.     Refrain x2 

2. Lord Jesus Christ only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the 
sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer.     Refrain x2 

3. You alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.     Refrain x2 

Music copyright © 2006 Stefan Andre Waligur. All rights reserved. Used by permission 

 
The Celebrant says to the people 
 The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

The Collect of the Day 

O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments by loving you and our neighbor: 
Grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to you with our whole heart, 
and united to one another with pure affection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The people sit. 

First Lesson: Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67 

The servant said to Laban, “I am Abraham’s servant. The Lord has greatly blessed my master, 
and he has become wealthy; he has given him flocks and herds, silver and gold, male and 
female slaves, camels and donkeys. And Sarah my master’s wife bore a son to my master 



when she was old; and he has given him all that he has. My master made me swear, saying, 
‘You shall not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I 
live; but you shall go to my father’s house, to my kindred, and get a wife for my son.’ 

“I came today to the spring, and said, ‘O Lord, the God of my master Abraham, if now you 
will only make successful the way I am going! I am standing here by the spring of water; let 
the young woman who comes out to draw, to whom I shall say, “Please give me a little water 
from your jar to drink,” and who will say to me, “Drink, and I will draw for your camels also” 
—let her be the woman whom the Lord has appointed for my master’s son.’ 

“Before I had finished speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah coming out with her water jar 
on her shoulder; and she went down to the spring, and drew. I said to her, ‘Please let me 
drink.’ She quickly let down her jar from her shoulder, and said, ‘Drink, and I will also water 
your camels.’ So I drank, and she also watered the camels. Then I asked her, ‘Whose daughter 
are you?’ She said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bore to him.’ So I 
put the ring on her nose, and the bracelets on her arms. Then I bowed my head and 
worshiped the Lord, and blessed the Lord, the God of my master Abraham, who had led me 
by the right way to obtain the daughter of my master’s kinsman for his son. Now then, if you 
will deal loyally and truly with my master, tell me; and if not, tell me, so that I may turn either 
to the right hand or to the left.” 

And they called Rebekah, and said to her, “Will you go with this man?” She said, “I will.” So 
they sent away their sister Rebekah and her nurse along with Abraham’s servant and his men. 
And they blessed Rebekah and said to her, “May you, our sister, become thousands of 
myriads; may your offspring gain possession of the gates of their foes.” Then Rebekah and 
her maids rose up, mounted the camels, and followed the man; thus the servant took 
Rebekah, and went his way. Now Isaac had come from Beer-lahai-roi, and was settled in the 
Negeb. Isaac went out in the evening to walk in the field; and looking up, he saw camels 
coming. And Rebekah looked up, and when she saw Isaac, she slipped quickly from the 
camel, and said to the servant, “Who is the man over there, walking in the field to meet us?” 
The servant said, “It is my master.” So she took her veil and covered herself. And the servant 
told Isaac all the things that he had done. Then Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah’s 
tent. He took Rebekah, and she became his wife; and he loved her. So Isaac was comforted 
after his mother’s death. 

The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  

Psalm 45:11-18 Eructavit cor meum 

The Psalm is read responsively by whole verse. 



11 "Hear, O daughter; consider and listen closely; * 
forget your people and your father's house. 

12 The king will have pleasure in your beauty; * 
he is your master; therefore do him honor. 

13 The people of Tyre are here with a gift; * 
the rich among the people seek your favor." 

14 All glorious is the princess as she enters; * 
her gown is cloth-of-gold. 

15 In embroidered apparel she is brought to the king; * 
after her the bridesmaids follow in procession. 

16 With joy and gladness they are brought, * 
and enter into the palace of the king. 

17 "In place of fathers, O king, you shall have sons; * 
you shall make them princes over all the earth. 

18 I will make your name to be remembered 
from one generation to another; * 
therefore nations will praise you for ever and ever." 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son,* 
and to the Holy Spirit: 

as it was in the beginning, is now,* 
and will be for ever. Amen. 

Second Lesson: Romans 7:15-25a 

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I 
hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. But in fact it is no longer I 
that do it, but sin that dwells within me. For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that 
is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. For I do not do the good I want, 
but the evil I do not want is what I do. Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that 
do it, but sin that dwells within me. 

So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. For I 
delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but I see in my members another law at war with 
the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 
Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord! 



The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  

As the music begins, all stand for the gradual hymn and reorient themselves to the Gospel of our Lord as it is 
processed into the congregation. 

GRADUAL HYMN:  #302  Father, we thank thee who hast planted Rendez a Dieu 

Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 
  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

The Gospel: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

Jesus said to the crowd, “To what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in 
the marketplaces and calling to one another, 

‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 

For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; the Son of Man 
came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax 
collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 

At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have 
hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, 
Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my 
Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except 
the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you 
will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon The Rev. Bill McCleery 

After the sermon, there is a brief moment of silence. When the Celebrant rises, the congregation stands.  

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 



 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People 

A moment of silent prayer follows each petition. 

Through being stirred by Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, let us offer our prayers to God. 

I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; for people who serve the church 
as leaders and missionaries; for the Anglican Communion; for the Episcopal Church and our 
Diocese; for the members of this parish. Pray for the church. 

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations, especially in places of war and 
conflict; and for the well-being of all people. Pray for justice and peace. 



I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison. Pray 
for those in any need or trouble. 

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper awareness of God's presence. Pray that 
they may find and be found by him. 

I ask your prayers for the departed [especially ____]. Pray for the family and friends who grieve 
their passing. 

I ask your prayers for Eleanor, Bob, Joe, Ron, Al, Stephen, Sue, Dale, Mason, Joshua, the 
Elmore Family, Mary, John, Toni, Betsy, Tawana, Chuck, Dottie, and MarthaJean. Are there 
others? 

The people may include the names of those for whom they are praying either silently or aloud. 

I ask your thanksgiving for all the blessings of this life [_________]. 

The people may add their petitions silently or aloud. 

Praise God for those in every generation in whom God has been honored, especially for 
Isaac, Rebekah, and the apostles. Pray that we may have grace to glorify God in our own day. 

The Celebrant offers a concluding prayer. 

Confession of Sin BCP p. 359 

The Deacon or Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

The people kneel. Silence may be kept. 
 
Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 



and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 
life. Amen. 

The Peace 
All stand.  The Celebrant says to the people 

 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. The Celebrant then shares an 
offertory sentence. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

The Offertory 
The ushers pass the offering plates and present the gifts of the congregation at the Lord’s table. 
Online gifts may be made using the QR code to the right.  

OFFERTORY MUSIC: O Rest in the Lord, from Elijah Felix Mendelssohn 
Matthew Gavilanez, tenor 

Text: Julius Schubring, based on Psalm 37:7 

O rest in the Lord, wait patiently for Him, and He shall give thee thy heart's desires; 
Commit thy way unto Him, and trust in Him; and fret not thyself because of evil-doers. 

 



OFFERTORY RESPONSE:  Doxology Old 100th 

 

 

The Great Thanksgiving             Eucharistic Prayer A, BCP p. 361 

The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings or says 
  The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth; through your dearly beloved Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  

Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other occasions as appropriate.  

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 



SANCTUS         Hymnal S-130 

 



 

The people stand or kneel. 

Then the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had 
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, 
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to 
reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 



 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at the 
words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be 
consecrated. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 



        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

A period of silence is kept. 

 

 

 

 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

 The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

and may add Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

The ushers immediately begin releasing the congregation to share in the Eucharistic feast. A gluten-free option 
is available upon request. For further instructions about Holy Communion, see the note to our visitors in the 
back of the bulletin. 



The choir often begins by singing while the congregation receives the Sacrament. Following the choir’s musical 
offering, please join in as we sing the Communion Hymn together. 

COMMUNION MUSIC: He Shall Feed His Flock, from Messiah George F. Handel 
Matthew Gavilanez and Micah Arms, tenors 

Isaiah 40: 11 and Matthew 11:28-29 

He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: and he shall gather the lambs with his arm, 
 and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young.  

Come unto him, all ye that labour, come unto him, that are heavy laden, and he will give you rest.  
Take his yoke upon you, and learn of him; for he is meek and lowly of heart:  

and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 

COMMUNION HYMN:  #693  Just as I am, without one plea Woodworth 

Sending Out of Eucharistic Visitors 

Celebrant With whom will you share this communion? 

Eucharistic Visitors respond with the names of those to whom they will go. 

Celebrant  In the name of this congregation, we send you forth bearing these holy gifts 
that N. may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and blood. 

People  We who are many are one body, because we share one bread and one cup. 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

The people stand or kneel for the Post-Communion Prayer. 

 



Post-Communion Prayer BCP p. 366 

Celebrant and People 
Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 
of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out 
to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Blessing 

DISMISSAL HYMN:  #718  God of our fathers National Hymn 

The Dismissal 
 
Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE: The Rejoicing and Finale, from Fireworks Music George F. Handel 
 



 



The Prayers of the People is that part of our liturgy which offers intercessions and thanksgivings to God. 
Worshippers, wherever they are in the church, are encouraged to offer aloud or silently their own such 
prayers during the appropriate part of the Prayers of the People. As we pray, please remember those who 
are ill or with other needs: Eleanor Flowers, Bob Odean, Joe Giltner, Ron Kauffman, Al Gooch, Stephen, Sue, 
Dale, Mason, Joshua, the Elmore Family, Mary Curtis, John Ogletree, Toni Tiowaty, Betsy Thagard, Tawana 
Gibbs, Chuck King, Dottie Dalzell, and MarthaJean Liberto.  

The Altar Flowers are given in loving memory of Charles Neff, Jr., by Marjorie Neff and family; in loving memory 
of Knight M. Fee, by Sally Books; and in loving memory of Frances Ravenel Grimball MacLean, by Katherine Bart. 
Eucharistic Visitors share the Body and Blood of Christ with those who receive care from our Visitor 
Ministry. We thank God for the ministry of Clint Adams, Art Mack, Judy Petersen, Anita Reid, Stan Rogan, and 
Bill Taylor. 

To Our Visitors: We welcome you with all our hearts! You are also invited to come forward at the time of 
Communion to receive the Sacrament or a blessing. All baptized Christians are encouraged to receive 
Communion, including infants and children. To receive Communion, simply come forward to kneel at the altar 
if you are able. Put one hand in the palm of the other and the Celebrant will share the Body of Christ with you. 
You may then intinct or drink from the Chalice. A gluten-free option is available upon request. If you are not 
baptized, please come forward and kneel at the altar while crossing your arms over your chest to receive a special 
blessing, and we invite you to talk to the priest at any time about entering discernment for being baptized. Won’t 
you join with Christ and his Church on this journey of faith? 

If you do not have a church home at this time, then we hope you will make St. John in the Wilderness your 
church family. We find that through sharing life together as the Body of Christ, we are made whole and renewed 
daily. Talk to an usher or member of the clergy about joining this parish, or you are welcome to simply fill out a 
card in your pew and put it in the offering plate. We welcome you! 
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