
Gethsemane Watch 2022 
April 14 at 9pm – April 15 at 8am 

Then Jesus came to the disciples and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, “So, could 
you not stay awake with me one hour? Stay awake and pray that you may not come into 

the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 

Matthew 26:40-41 
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Dear Friends in Christ, 

This night we continue a new tradition at St. John in the Wilderness. Of course, like 
much of what we do, it goes back straight to the life of Jesus himself and the early 
Church. Tonight we keep vigil and try to stay awake and pray just like Jesus asked 
his disciples to do during that dark night of betrayal in the Garden of Gethsemane.  

Below you will find the account from Matthew of the Gethsemane story. You will 
also find this story in Luke 22 and Mark 14, and a different telling in John 18. If you 
would like some structure to your time in prayer, begin your hour by reading the 
text below. Take time to kneel and to wonder what it would have been like in that 
garden with Jesus. Reflect on the events to come on Friday. Every five or ten 
minutes, read one of the collects below to re-center your prayer. During your hour, 
look to the bread and wine before you that Jesus makes into his Body and Blood to 
nourish us and become a part of us. As your time concludes, read the Scriptures 
again. 

Stay awake and pray. 

 
Fr. Josh Stephens 
 
Matthew 26:36-46 
Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, 
“Sit here while I go over there and pray.” He took with him Peter and the two sons of 
Zebedee, and began to be grieved and agitated. Then he said to them, “I am deeply 
grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay awake with me.” And going a little farther, 
he threw himself on the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass 
from me; yet not what I want but what you want.” Then he came to the disciples and 
found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, “So, could you not stay awake with me one 
hour? Stay awake and pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed 
is willing, but the flesh is weak.” Again he went away for the second time and prayed, 
“My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” Again he came and 
found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. So leaving them again, he went away and 
prayed for the third time, saying the same words. Then he came to the disciples and said 
to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? See, the hour is at hand, and the Son 
of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is 
at hand.” 

 

 



 

Collects for Holy Week 

Monday in Holy Week 
Almighty God, whose dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and entered 
not into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of 
the cross, may find it none other that the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ your 
Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

Tuesday in Holy Week 
O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful death to 
be for us the means of life: Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ, that we may gladly 
suffer shame and loss for the sake of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Wednesday in Holy Week 
Lord God, whose blessed Son our Savior gave his body to be whipped and his face to be 
spit upon: Give us grace to accept joyfully the sufferings of the present time, confident of 
the glory that shall be revealed; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Maundy Thursday 
Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night before he suffered, instituted the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood: Mercifully grant that we may receive it thankfully in 
remembrance of Jesus Christ our Lord, who in these holy mysteries gives us a pledge of 
eternal life; and who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

Good Friday 
Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for whom our Lord 
Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, and given into the hands of sinners, and to suffer 
death upon the cross; who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Holy Saturday 
O God, Creator of heaven and earth:  Grant that, as the crucified body of your dear Son 
was laid in the tomb and rested on this holy Sabbath, so we may await with him the 
coming of the third day, and rise with him to newness of life; who now lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

  



 
Easter Day 
O God, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son to the death of the cross, 
and by his glorious resurrection delivered us from the power of our enemy: Grant us so to 
die daily to sin, that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his resurrection; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

or this 

O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord's resurrection: 
Stir up in your Church that Spirit of adoption which is given to us in Baptism, that we, 
being renewed both in body and mind, may worship you in sincerity and truth; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 

or this 

Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ overcame death and 
opened to us the gate of everlasting life: Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of 
the Lord's resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin by your life-giving Spirit; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

 


