A Service of Christmas Lessons & Carols
First Sunday after Christmas
December 26, 2021
11:00am
MISSION STATEMENT
To know and love God as He is revealed to us in Jesus Christ, to bring others to
His saving love, and to serve the world in His name.

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF ST. JOHN IN THE WILDERNESS
(Established 1836)
Flat Rock, North Carolina

Welcome and Reminders
We welcome you warmly to St. John in the Wilderness and invite you to share in our
songs, prayers, and eucharistic feast. If you do not have a church family at this time, then
we invite you to join in this fellowship of faith as we share life together as the Body of
Christ. While we are broken and incomplete in many ways, we find God making us
whole through this parish community. Fill out a card in your pew and put it in the
offering plate or talk to an usher, greeter, or member of the clergy to learn more about St.
John. It is wonderful to be with you today!

Reminders for Worship
● We are asking everyone to wear a mask in Sunday worship at least through
January, and we encourage mask wearing for other indoor church activities.
● If you find out that you have COVID-19 and that you might have brought it to
this service, please call the church office and ask for the Rector.
● You will find hand-sanitizer in the pews and with the ushers. Please use it after
the Peace and before receiving Communion.
● Please participate in the service by singing and praying with us. At the time of the
Peace, please take a few moments to leave your pew and greet others in the name
of our Lord.
Prayer List: Just a reminder that the Sunday Prayer List will be updated at the end of
December. On Sunday, January 2, the list will be comprised of only the names submitted
since December 1. To submit prayer requests, please email officeadmin@stjohnflatrock.org
or visit www.stjohnflatrock.org/prayer-list. Please note that adding someone to the list is
not a request for pastoral care. Contact Fr. Josh directly to request a pastoral care visit.

A Service of Christmas Lessons & Carols
11:00am
PRELUDE: Once in Royal David’s City

Quentin Thomas

ENTRANCE HYMN: No. 102 Once in royal David’s city
v. 1, 2, 5, 6

Irby

A Bidding Prayer
Dear People of God: In this Christmas Season, let it be our duty and delight to hear once
more the message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the Son of God lying in a
manger.
Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose from the time of
our rebellion against him until the glorious redemption brought to us by his holy Child
Jesus, and let us make this place glad with our carols of praise.
But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world, for peace and justice on earth, for
the unity and mission of the Church for which he died, and especially for his Church in
our country and in this city.
And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the poor and
helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those who mourn, the
lonely and unloved, the aged and little children, as well as all those who do not know and
love the Lord Jesus Christ.
Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and that whole
multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with
whom, in Jesus, we are one for evermore.
And now, to gather up all these petitions, let us pray in the words which Christ himself
has taught us, saying:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
Celebrant

The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and
to the fellowship of the citizens above, may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen.

First Lesson: Genesis 3:8-15

Laura Shelton

God announces in the Garden of Eden that the seed of woman shall bruise the serpent’s head.
They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze,
and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of
the garden. But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” He said, “I
heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.”
He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I
commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave
me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you
have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” The Lord God said to the
serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and among all wild
creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put
enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike your
head, and you will strike his heel.”
The Word of the Lord
People Thanks be to God

HYMN: No. 107 Good Christian friends, rejoice

In dulci jubilo

Second Lesson: Genesis 22:15-18

Will Rodriguez

God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall the nations of the earth be blessed.
The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said, “By myself I have
sworn, says the Lord: Because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your only son,
I will indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as
the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, and
by your offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have
obeyed my voice.”
The Word of the Lord
People Thanks be to God

HYMN: No. 94 While shepherds watched their flocks by night

Hampton

Third Lesson: Isaiah 9:2, 6-7

E.R. Haire, Jr.

Christ’s birth and kingdom are foretold by Isaiah.
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep
darkness on them light has shined. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority
rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for
the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with
righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
The Word of the Lord
People Thanks be to God

HYMN: No. 82 Of the Father’s love begotten

Divinum mysterium

Fourth Lesson: Isaiah 11:1-4, 6-9

Susan MacDonald

The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown.
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The
spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel
and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of the
Lord. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the
lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze,
their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child
shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge
of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.
The Word of the Lord
People Thanks be to God

HYMN: No. 81 Lo, how a rose e’er blooming

Es ist ein Ros

Fifth Lesson: St. Luke 2:1, 3-7

Candace Lewis
St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered.
All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in
Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house
and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was
expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the inn.

The Word of the Lord
People Thanks be to God

HYMN: No. 115 What child is this, who, laid to rest

Greensleeves

Sixth Lesson: St. Luke 2:8-16

Ginger Quarles
The shepherds go to the manger.

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and
they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see --- I am bringing you
good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who
is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of
cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the Heavenly
host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among
those whom he favors!” When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said
to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the
Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child
lying in the manger.
The Word of the Lord
People Thanks be to God

HYMN: No. 96 Angels we have heard on high

Gloria

Seventh Lesson: St. Matthew 2:1-11

Dn. Sandy Rex

The wise men are led by the star to Jesus.
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East
came to Jerusalem, asking, “ Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this,
he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of
Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to
shepherd my people Israel.’” Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them
the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and
search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go
and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them,
went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was.
When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage.
Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
The Word of the Lord
People Thanks be to God

HYMN: No. 128 We three kings of Orient are

Three Kings of Orient

v. 1 & 5 sung by all | v. 2 – 4 sung by men | Refrain sung by all

All stand for the final lesson.

Eighth Lesson: St. John 1:1-14

Fr. Josh Stephens

St. John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in
the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing
came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all
people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man
sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all
might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the
world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his
own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his
name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the
flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we
have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
The Word of the Lord
People Thanks be to God

HYMN: No. 83 O come, all ye faithful
v. 1 – 3, 6

Adeste fideles

The Exchange of Peace
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.
The Offertory
The ushers pass the offering plates and present the gifts of the congregation at the Lord’s table.
OFFERTORY MUSIC: Nocturne on “O Come, All Ye Faithful”

Charles Callahan

OFFERTORY RESPONSE: Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Old 100th
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, gives the blessing
May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill
you with his joy and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.
DISMISSAL HYMN: No. 99 Go tell it on the mountain

Go Tell It on the Mountain

POSTLUDE: Fanfare on “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing”

Robert Hobby

Holiday Worship Schedule
Services are in the church unless otherwise noted.
Sunday, December 26, 11am

Christmas Lessons & Carols
*Note: No 8:45 service on this date.

Sunday, January 2, 8:45 & 11am

Rite II with Eucharist

Thursday, January 6, 12pm
in the Parish Hall

Epiphany Service, Rite II with Eucharist
*We will bless altar hangings at this service.

Please note the following schedule changes:
Nursery: Nursery care will be unavailable December 24 through January 2.
Parish Office: The office will be closed on December 24, 27, 28, and 31.
Services: There will be no Wednesday Healing Service or Evening Prayer on December 29.

TO OUR VISITORS: We welcome you with all our hearts! You are also invited to come
forward at the time of Communion to receive a blessing or the Sacrament. All baptized
Christians are encouraged to receive Communion, including infants and children. If you
are not baptized, please come forward and kneel at the altar while crossing your arms
over your chest to receive a special blessing, and we invite you to talk to the priest at any
time about entering discernment for being baptized. Won’t you join with Christ and his
Church on this journey of faith?
If you do not have a church home at this time, then we hope you will make St. John in the
Wilderness your church family. We find that through sharing life together as the Body of
Christ, we are made whole and renewed daily. Talk to an usher or member of the clergy
about joining this parish, or you are welcome to simply fill out a card in your pew and
put it in the offering plate. We welcome you!

Christmas Flower Memorials & Honorariums
In loving memory of
Eduard’s parents, Johann & Cicilia Wiescholek,
and Lynn’s parents, Lyle & Arlene Ribley

By
Eduard & Lynn Wiescholek

Tom Darnall and Anne Boatwright Ratchford

Betsy Darnall

Gary Krause

Fran Caldwell

Jayne Hughes

Howard Highsmith

Loved Ones

Ned & Carmen Curtis

Carolina McNamara

Nancy V. A. Cooper

Gene Staton

Debby Staton & Family

Charles Harrell
and the parents of Cathryn Harrell

Cathryn Harrell

Hop’s parents, Ann & John R. Potter,
and Marianne’s parents, Isabella & Kenneth LaTourette
John Mellott
Bruce C. Dalzell
Ryan Patterson Webb
Dolores Boykin Gunter and
Jeffrey Hare Gunter, Jr.
Zelda Grimke Roberts

In honor of
St. John and its parishioners and ministries
Dewitt Tipton and the Parish Choir
Our families and St. John in the Wilderness

Marianne &
Martin “Hop” Potter
Margaret Mellott
Dottie Dalzell
The Lee Family

The Jeff Gunter, Sr. Family
Susan R. Bullard

By
Mary Alice McCarty
Anne Hobbs
Elizabeth & David Christenbury

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
The Prayers of the People is that part of our liturgy which offers particular intercessions
and thanksgivings to God. Worshippers, wherever they are in the church, are
encouraged to offer aloud or silently their own such prayers during the appropriate
part of the Prayers of the People. As we pray, please remember those who are ill or
with other needs: Vanessa Wittman, Joanne Adams, Tom Joiner, Susie and Rosie, Katherine
Gee, Lois Karcher, Dave and Nancy VonHolle, Kristi, Mary McCarty, Mackenzie Nosra, JoAnn
Ebbs, Mary Stroman, Dianne Nowak, Ann Stringfield, Helen Aschenbrener, Chuck King, Herb
Quarles, Alex King, John Gulbrandsen, Sandy Bernreuter, Kay Arnold, and Barbara Mendel.

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given in loving memory of all our dear, departed loved
ones that passed in 2021 at St. John in the Wilderness.

WE GIVE THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING FOR THEIR MINISTRY TO OUR CHURCH
December 26, 2021
January 2, 2022
11:00
8:45
11:00
Lay Readers
Will Rodriguez
Judy Petersen
Will Rodriguez
Laura Shelton
E.R. Haire, Jr.
Susan MacDonald
Candace Lewis
Ginger Quarles
Acolyte
Jennifer Shelton
Ushers
Hilton Swing
Bob & Jodi
Tom Savage
Sundeen
Greeters
Susan Rex
Lynne Miller
Anna Kinsey
Patrice German
Cart Driver
Herb Quarles
Marlin Sanders Jason Blackwell
Eucharistic Visitors
Margaret Barker
Mike Covell
Clint Adams
Jim Holt
Altar Guild
Susan Gibbs
Robin & Elaine Marti Smith
Gibson Sims
Howe
Anna Kinsey
Beth Melton
Michael &
Traci Tindal
Sandra Jeffery
Opening Gatekeeper
George Grzenda & BJ McKee
Dick Zecher
Closing Gatekeeper
Shelley Schiro
Flower Guild
All Flower Guild Members
Bay Chamberlain

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF ST. JOHN IN THE WILDERNESS
PO Box 185, 1905 Greenville Highway, Flat Rock, NC 28731
828-693-9783 | www.stjohnflatrock.org
In the case of a pastoral emergency, call the Parish Office and dial 4.
Worship Services 8:45 & 11:00am | Office Hours: 9am-4pm M-F
Children’s Sunday School: 10:00am (during school year only) | Adult Sunday School: 10:00am
Holy Eucharist & Healing Service: Wednesdays 10:30am in the Parish Hall
The Rt. Rev. José McLoughlin, Bishop
The Rev. Josh Stephens, Rector: rector@stjohnflatrock.org
The Rev. Deacon Sandy Rex, Deacon: cwrexiii@rmimidwest.com
Dewitt Tipton, Organist/Director of Music: dewitt.tipton@furman.edu
Sarah Yeargin, Director of Parish Communication and Administration: officeadmin@stjohnflatrock.org
Stacy Knapp, Parish Financial Assistant: finance@stjohnflatrock.org
Kevin Hunt, Sexton: sexton@stjohnflatrock.org

VESTRY MEMBERS
Senior Warden: Jennifer Shelton
Junior Warden: Jerry Tanner
2021
Jerry Tanner
Cynthia Easterling
E.R. Haire, Jr.
Shelley Schiro
2022
Terry Enslen
Marie Hyder
Gibson Sims
Dick Zecher
2023
John Barker
Elizabeth Christenbury
Jennifer Shelton
Lynn Wiescholek
PARISH OFFICERS
Margaret Barker, Clerk of the
Vestry
Tom Griswold, Treasurer

STANDING COMMITTEES
Buildings and Grounds Committee: Robin Howe
By Laws, Canons & Insurance: Jim Olson
Christian Formation: Mary Anne Inglis
Communications & Publicity: Joey Popp
Finance: Susan MacDonald
Historic Churchyard Committee: Ken Jones
Community Engagement, Evangelism, and Newcomers
(CEEN):
Outreach: Jennifer Shelton
Personnel: Margaret Barker
Stewardship: David Christenbury
OTHER COMMITTEES AND MINISTRIES
Acolytes: Lynn Savage
Altar Guild: Kathy Newbold, Cathryn Harrell
Chefs of St. John: Jim Vint
Churchyard Trustees: Pete Petersen
Docents: E.R. Haire, Jr.
Endowment Trustees: Tom Griswold
Episcopal Church Women: Kathy Newbold
Eucharistic Visitors: Dick Zecher
Flower Guild: Bay Chamberlain
Flower Memorials: Gaston Motes
Funeral Reception Ministry: Brenda Hillyer
Garden Guild: Jerry & Jan Tanner
Gatekeepers: Dick Zecher
Greeters: Betsy Tibbs
Heritage, Archives & Gift Committee: John Barker
Lay Readers: Susan MacDonald
Meal Ministry: Bess Tarkington Lee
Needle Work Ministry: Judy Petersen
Newsletter Editor: Sarah Yeargin
Ushers: Clint Adams, Bettie Orr
Wedding Coordinator: Elaine Howe

